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PREFACE. 


Aving of late time  obſery d the Fear, 
Averſion, and Scory,,. with which 
ſome, Men haye tr cated all rhoughts 
29 . of Eaſc to, ch D uſenters, Icon- 
+ cls, I had a more thenordinary.Cu- 
rioſity to examine. the grounds thoſe 
Gentleman went upon: For I could 
not tell how to think Moderation 
| thould be a, Vice, where Chriſtianicy 
was a Vertuc, when the great Dodor of that Religion comes: 
mands , that Our Moderation be known unto all Mex ; and 
why? For the Lord's at Hand: And what to do? butto 
judge our Rancor, and retaliate and: puniſh our Bz/terueſ#;of 
Spirit. And to ſay true, 'tis a ſevere refleftion we draw up-, 
*%. on our ſelves, ; that though. Pa rei Emperours.could. endure 
the Bard of ere” Ians, and, Oh? (roſe Ctr 
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tore lt of 2 Drſſontirg Prince to indulge Diſſent. For though 
i= 7. be granted thers are Diſſenters on+difſeri Principles 
of m mf ofuiie Prince, yer they are (hl Diſenters, and 
{ent being the Princes Ceerelt,. it will naturally follow, 
that thoſe Diſſenters are in the Intereſt of the Prince , whe- 
ther rhey think on 1t or no. 

Intereſt will ngt Lye, Men ;embark'd in the ſame Veſſel, 
ſeek tlie Jatery, of) the Hf/Þule, in their Quty, whatever other 
Differences they may have. And Se/f-/afery is the higheſt 
Worldly Security a Prince can have; for though all Parzes 
would' rejoyce their own + Ogg prevailed ,. yet every one 
is more lictos about its Fo Saiery ,. then.the others Ve- 
rity. Wherefore it 'can 6: be Wiſe bythe, ſecurity of All, 
to make'it the Intcreſt': Fo 3 Duty of All... ro. Adyatce 
that of the-Publick=" * * 


W2A"p there afige! 'As haters tow are , What 
6+ be to be done? This 1 taks to be the Wiſe Man's Queſti- 


on, as to conſider and iivet | ir, will be his Buſineſs. __ Mc- 
df tion is" a Chr ſtizh "and' it has. ever been thc 
Ptudent <IMan's lege ct For thoſe” Governments thar 
have fed" it in their Condutt, mw Succetc ed' beſt in all 
ey: &8 © \ (0013 { B{abkk 
IF] retnerhber | it fs aa q in the Wiſdom' of the -R»- 
rey relaxe, Heir Hind: ra' the ' Prrvernates , 
-"thelf "moſt-F airlifal/ro_rheir Intereſt, 1And 
lea'! mtten: With. the'-- Panic, that they wotld cn- 
ny E Extrettiry” from” Mannibd!, rather than deſert their 
Ftiendſhif þ; even then, wt n the | Romans difcharged their 


Fidelity; and fene them rhe Diſpyir of kndying they; could 
not. Sie : So So "ak "'SHE'.4 in "'of Himtiavity' ofetcome' 


hay ar Noble Say- 


; Bape Acts: ' Whic 
Fenttn', pt NE arerur, ' the 


G. otites ind” Car the fed doubtleſs bh the brave! 
Ptiaccs: For C RUS Sq exceeded when he Built the Jews 
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a Temple, and himſclf no Jew: ALEXANDER A- 
Noniſh*d the. Princes. of his Train with the profound Vene- 
ration he aid the High Prieſt of that Penple : And AU- 
GUST US waz fo tar from ſuppreſſing rhe Jewih Worſhip, 
that he ſent Hecatombs to Jeruſalem to encreaſe their De- 
votion. Coder ation fll'd the Reigns of the moſt Renown- 
ed Ce/ars: And ſtory ſays,. they were Nero's and Cahien- 
I's that lov'd Cruelty, | fo | 

Bur others tcl us hit Diſſenters are moſtly _/Antimonar- 


— 


chical , \and ſo, not to be Indulged , and that the Agreement 
of the Church of England and Rame in eMonarthy and 
Hierarchy, with their neerncfs in other things ſhould oblidpe 
Her to. grant the omar Catholicks aſpecial Faſc , exclu- 
ſiye of the other Dillencers, © Bur with the leayc of roſe 
Wordy Gentlemen, 1 wouldfay,' no/Body is againſtthar which 
1s for him; And that the*aycrſion apprehended to be in ſome 
againſt the Monarchy, rather comes from Intereſt rhen Prin- 
ciples: For Goyernments were never deſtroy*d by the Inte- 
reſts they Preſerve. on Mr Rn) Aro 44 | 

In the next place , it is as plain , that there is 'a Frnda: 
mental Difterence berween thofe Churches -in' Religion and 
Intereſt. In FRe/gron , it appears by 'a Compariſon! 'of 'the 


* 


Thirty Nine Articles with the Dofrine of the Conneoil of 
TRENT. In Intereff, they differ Fundamenrally , becauſe 
otur Church is in the Actual jet: th of the” Churches and 
Livings that the other Church'Chimes, What betrer 'Mix- 
ture then can theſe Two Churches make,” thet-thar-ot' 1r61 
and Clay ? Nor do I think ir well Jud 
that prerend to be Song of the Church 'o 

an Accommod.ition from the [Topick of A4fftmiry ; (ince' ris 


that ſome of Her Diſſenters have always bo 


* 


6.6 , or wife in any 


s 


as, conſtantly, Deny'd.to be true. ' © 
1 iy , this Way of Reconciling or Indul 
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ſuppoſe the Trick took, and they_only of all Diſſenters had 
Indulgence ,, yet Their , Pauczty confider'd, 1 am ſure, a pair 
of; Sir  Kenelm Digby's Breeches Would ſer with as 'good a 
Grace upon. the Jate, Lord  Rocheſter's Dwarf. Upon the 
whole Matrer, 'Let Men have Eaſe, and they will keep it; 
For thoſe that might Plot to Get it, , would at Plot 79 lbo/6 
it. Men love the, Bridge they nced and Paſs: And. that 
Prince who has his People faſt by Intereſt , holds them b 
the ſtrongeſt Humane Tye; for,other Courſes have fail'd as 
often as the' have, been og Let us thenonce Try a Truc 
Liberty : "Re did the Circumſtances of any Kitigdom lic 
more, open and fair to ſo bleſſed an ADadollddbns en ours 
at; this time. Wars 
.;,But we are told,' The King has Promis'd t9 Maintain the 
Church of England , as by Law Eflabliſh'4: 1 grant it: 
Bur..if the Church of England claims the King's Promiſe 
of. Pretetton ,, Her Difſenters cannot forger 7 hat of His 
Clemency.;, And as they were both great, and admirably 
d.\tinguiſh'd , ſo by no means are they inconſiſtent or im- 
practicable... - L411 Ti | | 
Will noi his Juſtice let, him be wanting in the One? And 
can ;his ' Greatneſs, of Mind. let him leave the Other , behind 
him, in the Storm, «npitied and wnhelpt? Pardon me, we 
have not to do with an, i Ic \ ible P rince , but one that has 
been T oucht , with our. In v1 ties : More then any Body , 
fit:to Judge our Cauſe, by the ſhare he once hadin it. "Who 
ſhould give Eaſe like. the Prince that has wanted it ? To 
ſuffer, for his, own Conſcience, .lookt Great ; but to deliver o- 
ther Mens, . wete Glorlous. | It.is a Toit of paying the Vows 
ty.,. and it,cannot 1 refore be done by any one 


# 
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7 Os / 


of his Adverſity,. and it,cannot therefc 
elle, with ſo much 7ufice and; Example, o7 
Far be it from me To ſolicite. ny thing in Deminution of 
hurch o England :,, Let Her reft 
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Promiſe to Her, in a Ruinous /enſe to all Others ; and 1 
am ſure She would underſtand Her own Intcreit berter , if 
She were of the ſame Mind, For it is morally impoſſible 
that a Conſciencrous Prince can be thought to havety'd him- 
ſelt ro compel others to a Communion , that himſelf can- 
not tell how to be of ; or that any thing can oblidge him 
to ſhake the Firmneſs of thoſe he has confirmed by his 
own Royal Example. 

Having then ſo 1lluſtruous an Inſtance of Integrity, as 
the hazard of the loſs of Three Crowns for Conſcience. Let 
it at leaſt, excuſe Diſſenters Conſtancy , and provcke the 
Friends of the Succeſſion to Moderation, that no Man may 
loſe his Birth-Rrght for his Per/waſion, and us to live Du- 
tifully, and ſo Peaceably under our own Vine , and under 
our own Figg-Tree, with Glory ro GOD on High, to the 
King Honour , and Good-Will to all Men. 
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M plainer Engliſh, [Liberty of Conſcience to Church Diſ- 
=> ſenters: A Cauſe 1 have, with all humilicy un- 
derraken ro plead , againſt the Prejudices of the times. 

Thar there is ſuch a thing as Con/c:ence and rhe” Leberty of 
it, in reference tro Faith and Worſhip towards God , muſt 
not be denied, even by thoſe, thar are moſt ſcandal'd art the 
Ill uſe ſome ſeem to have made of ſuch Prererices. Bur to 
ſertle the Terms: By Con/ezence, I underſtand the Apprehenſion 
and Perfivaſion a man has of his duty to God: By Liberty of 
Conſcience, 1 mean, A free and open Profeſſion and Exerciſe 
of that duty, eſpecially mm worſhip : Burl alwayes premiſe this 
Conſcience ro keep within the bounds of AMorahkty , and rhar 
it be neither Frantick nor miſtbievous , but a good Subject, a 
good Child, a Good Servant m all the affairs of life: As exatt 
to yeild to Ceſar the things thar ate Cefars, as jealous of with- 
holding from God the thing that is God's : in brief , he that 
acknowledges the civil Goverment ander which he lives, and 
that maintains no pinciple hurtful ro his Neighbour in his civil 
property : for he thar'in any _ violates his duty to theſe 
5 | Rec 
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Relations , cannot be ſaid to obſerye it to God , who ovght 
ro have his Txibute out bf it, +Sach do norrejceR their Prince, 
Parent , Maſter or. Neighbour. -but God who enjoyns that 
Duty to him./. Thoſe Patherick words of Chriſt will naturally 
enough reach the caſe , '/» that ye did it not to them , ye did 
it not to me; for duty to ſuch, Relations have adivine ſtamp: 
And divine right runs through mote things of the World, and 
Ads of our, Liyes then, we are a,warcol And.facyledoe may 
be commited againt marc fhen the Ghuregh. Nor will a De 
dication to God, of the Robbery from man, expiate the Guilt 
of Diſobedience : For though Zeal could turn Gog7ip to Their, 
his Altars would en: che Sacrifice. 

The Copfcience ther that ÞſtatE'F7 and the Liberty 1 pray, 
carryinS$ fo great-a Sa/uo-and Detetehce to Phblick arid Private 
Relations , no il] deſign , can with any Juſtice ; be fixt upon 
the Author, or Reflection upon the Subject , which by this 
time I think. Lmay venture to calla 7oleratuon. 

But to this ſo much crayed , as well as needed T ofer ation, 


3 f 


I mer with;two. ObjeQions of weight. ;..the; ſalving of which 
will make way. tor it in this Kingdom. Andthe firſt is aDisbelicf 
of the Poſſibility gf.the thing, - i{ oler@tcon of Diſſenting wor ſhips 
from. that eftabhys , FS mt pratticable ( Say ſome ) 'witheut 
danger to the, State, with which it is." interwoven, ,'| his is 
Political. The aches Qpjeeyone3.; ths admittmg Difſenters 
to be in the wrong (. which 


$ akuayes premiſed by the National 
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Chun.) fuch latnude were the way to keep up the Diſunion,and 
mmſiead of campelſing them into a better way... leave them in 
the paſſe/Jiot and per ſuit of therr old Errors. This 1s Religious | 


think I have given the objections fairly,,- 'twill be my next buſi- 
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.The ſtrength of bat ir{t objection 6 liberty, is:the 


T); per ſvggelic fo the S/ate; the, Reaſonis,the National form 
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being znrerwoven. with the trame of the Government. But this 
ſeems to me only ſaid , and not only. (with ſubmiſſion) not 
proy'd , but nor;true : for the cſ}abliſhc Religion and Worthip 
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are no other ways interwoven with the Government ;. than that 


the Government makes. profeſſion ot them , and by Divers 
Laws has made them, the Currant Religion, | and required all 


* 


' the members.of the State to conform to. it: + , oi 2 1 


This is nothing but what may as well be done by the Go- 
vernment for any other Perſwaſion', as that. - 'Tis true, *tis 
not eaſy to change an eſtabliſh Religion , nor is: that the 
Queſtion we are wpon ; but Srate Religions have been chany'd 
without the change of the States.  , We ſee. this;in the Govern- 
ments of Germany and. Denmark upon-the Reformation: But 


more: clearly and near our fclves,, in;the''caſe: of Hewryirhe 


eight, Edwrad the ſextb.j:Quce Mary, and El:zabeth; tor 
the Monarchy ſtood, the tamily remazned and-ſuceeded under 
all rhe Revolutions of Stare Religiop, which could 'not haye 
been. , had the Propoſuion been. generally. rue: 1 © 


The change of Religion then, does-not-aecefarly.change the 


Government, or alter the, State; and-itſo;} a fortrori:Indul- 
gence of Church-Diſlenters, does nor mecefſarily hazard a 
change of the State, where the preſent State Religion or Churoh 
remains the ſame ; for that I premiſe. ' © + 
Some may ſay , #bat it were more facile to change ff 
one national Religion to another, than to maintain the Monarchy 
and Church, againſt the Ambition and Fattion of drvers dif- 
{cnting Parties. Burt thisis improbable atleaſt, For it were to 
ſay , That it is an eaficr thing.ro change a whole Kingdom , 
than with the Soveraign Power, followed. with Armies, Na- 
vies , Judges , Clergy , and all the Conformiſts of the King- 


dom, to ſecure the Government from the Ambition and Faci- 


on of 'Dyſſenters, asdiftcring in their intereſts within themſelves, 
as in their perlwaſions ;,/and were they united: have neither 
Po\yer to awe ,, nor Rewards to allure ro their Party. ''/T hey 
can only be formidable; when headed by the Soveraign. They 
may ſtop a Gap , or make , by his: Acceſ/i2n,. « Ballance : 
Otherwiſe, till *tis harder to fight broken and divided Troops, 


than an entire Body. of an Army,, .it will be alwayes-cafier_ ro 
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maintain the Government under a Toleration of Diſſenters , 
than in a total change of Religion , and even then it ſelf , ir 
has not fail'd to haye been preſerved. Bur whithet it be more 
or leſs eafie , is not our point;” ifthey are many , 'the danger 
is of exaſnerating , not of making them cafie ; for the force 
of,our- Queſtion is , whether fuch Indulgence be fafe to the 
Stare? Andihere we hayerhe firſt and laſt, the beft and greateſt 
evidence for.us/, ' which is fat? and experience , the Journal 
and Reſolves of Time , and 'Freaſure'of the Sage. 
_» For1,1firft the Jews , that had moſt 'ro ſay 0 their Reli. 
pion,-and whoſe Religion was 7*wwiz to their State ( both being 
joyn'd, and ſentwith wonders from Heaven) '\[ndu/z'd ſtranpers 
in their Religious Diſſents. They required but the belict of the 
Noachical Principles, which were common to the World: No 
Idolator, and but a Moral: Mai, atid he had His Leberty, ay,and 
ſome Priviledges too; forhe hadan apartnientinthe Temple, 
and this withour: danper'ro-the” Goyernment.” ' This Marnm- 
2 ,- and\others of their own Kabbies, and Grotus out of 
The wiſdom of the Gentiles was very admiteablein this that 
though they thad'many Sets of Philoſophers among them , 
each diſlenting from the other in their Principles , as well, as 
Diſcipline, 'and chat not only in Phyſical things , but points 
Metaphyfecal , in which ſome'ol the Fathers: were 'nor je , 
the School-men deeply engaged,” and our: preſent Accademics 
bat too much perplext ; yer they indulged them and the beſt 
hvers - with-ſingular kindneſs : The - greateſt Srates-men and 
Captains often becoming Patrors of the Sects they beſt affected, 
honouring their Readings with their ' Preſence and Applauſe. 
So far were thoſe! Apes*, which we have made as the original 
of | wiſdom 'and: Potireneſs ,” from ' thinking Toleration an 
Erfot of State, 'or dangerous ro' the' Goyernment, Thus 7 /:- 
.tarch , Stravo , Laertins , and (others, © © 
To theſe Inſtances I may add the latitude of old Rome, that 
had almoſt as many De#4zes. as'Houſes : . For Harro tells ug 
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of no leſs thati Thirty Thouſand ſeveral Sacra, or Religious 
Rites among Her'People;and yet without a Quarrel : Unhappy 
fate of Chriſtianity! the beft of Religions, and yet her Pro- 
feflors maintain Jeſs Charity than Idolators ,' while it ſhould 
be peculiar ro them; I fear, ir ſhews us to haye but hitle of 
it at Heart, | 

Bur nearer home, and in our own time, we ſee the effects 
of a diſcreet indulgence , even too Emulation. - ' Holland, that 
Bogg ot the World, neither Sea nor ary Land , now the Rival 
of tallc{t Monarchs; not by Conquefts , Marriages, or ac- 
celſion of Roya? Blood. the uſual wayes ro Empire , but by 
her own Supcrlative C/emency and Inarſtry , for the one was 
the effect of the other : ſhe cheriſhr her Pcople , wharſocver 
were their Opimons, as the reaſonable ſtock of the Cuunity , 
the heads and Hands of her Trade and Wealth ; -and making 
them caſic in rhe main point, their Con/crence, ſhe became 

rear by them : This made her fill with People, and they 
Fll' her with Rezches and ſtrength. E:; 

And if it ſhould be faid , ſhe rs upon her Declenfion for all 
that 1 anſwer, all States mult know it, nothing is here 1m:- 
mortal, Where are the Babyloman, Perſian and Greetan Em- 
pires? And are not Lacedemon, Athens, Romeand Carthage 
gone betore her 4 Kingdoms and Common- Wealths kave their 
Births and Growths, their Declen/ions and Deaths , as \vell as 
private Families and Perſons : Bur *ris owing , neither. to the 
Armies ot France, not Navies of Enzland , But 'her own 
Domejtick Troubles. 

Seventy T wo \ticks in Her bones yet: The growing Power 
of the Prince of Orange, mult in ſome degree, be an E#b to 
thar States Strength ; for they are not ſo unanimous and vi- 
gerous in their Intereft as formerly; But were they ſecure a- 
gin} the danger of their own Ambition and Jealouſie , any 
Body might. cnſure their Glury ar five per Cent, » Bur ſome of 
_ their prearett Men apprehending they are in their Chmaſtert- 
cal Junfnre, give up the Ghoſt, and care: nor, -if they muſt 
fall, by what Hand it 1s. Others 


(6) 

Others chuſe a Stranger, and think one afar off will pive 
the beſt Terms, and leaſt annoy them: Whilſt a conſidera- 
ble Party have choſen a Domeſtrck Prince , a Ken to their 
early Succeſſes by the fore Father's fide (the Gallantry of his 
Anceſtors.) And rhat his own preatneſs and ſecurity are wrapt 
up in theirs , and therefore modeſtly hope to find their Ac- 
count in his Proſperity. But this is a kind of Digreſſion, only 


before 1 leave it, 1 dare yenture to add, that if the Prince of 


Orange changes not the Policies of that State, he will not change 
her Fortune, and he will mightily add to his own 

Burt perhaps I ſhall be told, That no Body doubts that Tole- 
ration 1s an agreeable thing to a Common-Wealth, where every 
one thinks he has a ſhare im the Government ; ay, that the one 15 the 
con{equence of the other ,and therefure moſt carefully to be awnided 
by l Monarchical State. This indeed were ſhrowdly to the 
- purpoſe, in. England, it irwere but true. But 1 dor't ſee how 

there can be one true Reaſon adyanc'd in favour of this Ob- 
jection : Monarchies, as well as Common-/#ealths, ſubſiſting 
by the Preſervation of the People under them. 

But, Firſt, if this were true, it would follow by the Rule 
of Contrartes, that a Republick could not ſubfiſt with Uni! 
and Hierarchy, which'is Monarchy in the Church ; but ir ll 
from ſuch Monarchy in Church, come to Monarchy in State too. 
But/entice,Genova, Lucca, ſeven of the Cantons of Switzerland, 


( and Rome her elf, for ſhe is an Ariſtocracy) all under the 


lofriefſt Hrerarchy in. Church , and where is no Toleration . 
ſhow in Fact, that the contrary is true. 

Bur, Secondly, this Objetion make a Common: Wealth the 
better Government of the two,” and ſo overthrows the thing 
ir would eſtabliſh This is effe&tually done, if 1 know any 
thing, ſince a Common- Wealth is hereby rendred a more co- 
pious, powerful and beneficial Government to Mankind, and 
is made better to anſwer Contingencies and Emergencies of 
Stare, becauſe this ſubſiſts 'exrher way, but Monarchy nor, if 


ay, 
the Objection be-true;! - rheovepich *rs by Uniortin Worſhip 
E Lf : | +. 6 FE | and 


and Difcipline, and by Tolerationof diſſenting Churches from 
the National. 'The other only by an «ver /a/ Conformity to a 
National Church, 1 ſay, this makes Monarchy (initclt, doubr- 
leſs, an admirable Government) /e/s 7owerful, lefs Extended, 
leſs Proputtous, and finally /#/s Safe tothe People under it, than 
a Common-WWealth ; Inthat no Security is lett ro Monarchy un- 
der diverfity of Worſhips, which yet no Man can defend or for- 
bid, but may often arrive, as it hath in Zzg/and, more than 
hve times in thetwo laſt Ages. And truly 'tis natural for Men 
to chuſe to ſettle where they may be ſatelt trom the Power and 
M:/chief of ſuch Accidents ot State, 

Upon the whole matter , it is to reflect the /2a/f M:/chief 
upon Monarchy; the worſt Enemies it has could hope to dif- 
prace or cndavger it byz--fince it is totellthe People under ir, 
that they muſt either conform, or be deſtroyed, or to ſave them- 
ſcives, turn Hypocrites, or change the Frame of the Government 
they are under, A perplexity both ro Monarch and People, 
that nothing can be greater but the Comfort of knowing rhe 
Objection is Falſe. Andthat which ought to make every rea- 
ſonable Man of this Opinion, ' is the cloud of Wirncſlcs that al- > 
moſt every Age of «Monarchy affords us. 

| will begin with that of //rae/, rhe moſt cxact and ſacred 
Patern of Monarchy , begun by a valiant Man, tranſlated to 
the beſt, andjimprov'dby the wiſeſt of Kings, whoſe Miniſters 
were neuher #vols, nor Fanaticks; Here we ſhall find Pro- 
viſion for Diſlſenters. Their Pro/eltts Domicrlhy were fo far 
{rom being compclled ro their National Rites, that they were 
expreſly torbid ro 94/erve them. Such were the Egyptians that 
came with them out of Egyp?, the Grbeomtes and Canaanztes, 
a great People, that atrer rheir ſeyeral Forms Worſhipr in an 
apartment ot the ſame Temple. The 7ews: with a Liturgy , 
thicy without one: The Jews had Prieſts, but theſe none: The 


7Jews had variety of Oblations, theſe People Burnt-Offerings 
oaly: All that was required of them was the Natural Religion 
of Noah, in which the Acknowledgement and Worſhip of the 
ow robot cruc 
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true God, was, as it ſtill ought to be , the mainpoint ; nay, ſo 
far were they trom coercive Conformity , that they did not fo 
much as oblige them to obſerve their Jabbath, tho? one of the 
' ten Commandments: Grotius and Se/den ſay more. Certain- 
ly this was great Indulgence, ſince ſo unſuitable an Uſage lookt 
like prophaning their Devotion , and a common xuſarce to their 
National Religion. One would think by this, that their Care lay 
on the ſide of preſerying their Cult from the Zench or acceſſion 
of Diſlenrers, and not of forcing them , by undoing Penalties 
to conform, this muſt necds be evident. For it Gods FRelrgriow 
and Monarchy ( forſo we are taught to believe it) did not, and 
would notata time, when Religion lay /e/s inthe Mind, and 
more in Ceremony , compel Conformity from Diſſenters, we 
hope we have got the beſt of Preſidents on our fide. 

Burt if this Inſtance be of moſt Authority , we have another 
very Exemplary, and to our point pertinent; for it ſhows what 
Monarchy may do: Itis yielded us from the famous Story of 
Moraecas, He, with his eng were in a bad plcight with the 
King, 4haſuerus, by the ill Offices Haman did them ; the 
Arguments he uſed were drawn from the common Topicks of 
Fattion and Sedition, That they were an odd and dangerous 
People, under differing Laws of their own, and refuſed O- 
bedience to his ; So denying his Supremacy. Diſſenters with 
a witneſs ; things moſt tender to any Government. 

The King thus incenſt, 'commands the Laws tobe pur in Exe- 
cution, and decrees the Ruinot Mordeca: with all rhe Jews: 
Bur the King is timely entreated, his Heart ſoftens, the De- 
cree is revokt, and Mordecat and his Friends ſaved. 'The 
Conſequence was, as extream Joy tothe Jews, ſo Peace and 
Bleſſings to the King. And that which heightens the Exam- 

ple, is the Greathe/s andi Infidelity of the Prince: Had the 
Inſtance beer in a Jet, itmighrhave been plac'd to his grea7- 
er Light or 'Ftety : Ina petty Prince, ro the Paucrty and 
entireneſs of his Tertitory ; but that an Heathen, and King 
'of ont hundredandſeyen and ewenty Provinces, ſhould 2brogh- 
"ft _ oat 
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out his vaſt Dominions, net fear, bur praiſe Toleration with 
pood ſucceſs, has ſomething admirable in it. 

If we pleaſe to remember the Trangui/ity,and ſucceſs of thoſe 
Heathen Roman Emperours, that allowed Indulgence; that 
L/Ieuſtus ſent Hecatombs to Feruſalem, and the wiſeſt honour- 
ed the Jews, andat laſt ſpared the divers Sefts of Chriſtians, it 
will certainly oblige us to think, - that Princes, whoſe Religions 
are yearer of Kin , to thoſe of the Diſſenters of our times , 
may not unreaſonably hope tor quiet from a diſcreet Toleration, 
eſpecially when there is nothing peculiar in Chri/tzanity to 
render Princes unſafe in ſuch an Indulgence. The admirable 
Prudence of the Emperor Jovianus, ina quite contrary method 
to thoſe of the Reigns of -his Predeceſſors , ſettled the moſt 
Imbroiled time of the Chriſtian World, almoſt to a Miracle, 
tor though he found the Heats of the _,4r:an and Orthodox 
carried to a barbarous hight, { to ſay nothing of the Novations, 
and other diſſenting Intereſts ) rhe Emperor eſteeming thoſe 
Calamites the effect of Caercing Conformity to the Prince's or 
States Religion, and that this courſe did not only waſte Chr;- 
ſtians, but expoſe Chriſtians to the ſcorn of Feathens, and 
ſo ſcandal, thoſe whom they ſhould Conyert, he rcfolure- 
ly declared , that he would have none molefted for the different- 
exerciſe of their Religions Worſhip; which ( andrhatin a trice 
for he 'reigned but ſeven Moneths) calmed the impeſtuous 
ſtorms of Diſfention, and reduced the Empire , (before 
agitated with the moſt uncharitable conteſts) ro a wonderful 
ſerenity and peace ; thus a kindly Amiry*, brought a Civil 
Unity to the State ; which endeayours tor a forc'd Unity , 
neyer did to the Church, but had formerly fild the Govern- 
ment with incomparable miſeries, as well as the Church with 
Incharity ; and which is fad , I muſt needs fay, thar thoſe 
Leaders of the Church that ſhould have"becn the: Teachers ,- 
and Examples of Peace, - inſo ſingular ajunfture of the Church- 
es ferments , did , more then any , blow the Trumpet and 
tindled the fire of. aruiſion.-+ So _— 4g it to ſuper” fine 
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upon the text , and then [mpo/e it upon Penalty for Faith. 
Valantinian the Emperor ( we atetold by Socrates Schola- 
flicus) was a great Flonourer of i hoſe that favoured his own 
Faith; but /o, as he moleFted not the Arians at all, And Mar- 
cellings further adds in his Honour , T hat he was much Re- 
nown'd for his moderate Carriage aurring his Reign; inſomuch, 
that amongſt ſundry Setts of Religion, he Troubled no man for 
his Conſcience , impoſing neither this nor that to be obſerved ; 
riuch leſs with menacing Eaitts and Injuttions, did he 
compel others , his Subjects , to bow the neck , or conform 


ro that which himſeif worſhipped, but leſt ſuch Points as clear 
and untouch'd as he found them. 


Gratianus and T heodoſius the great, Indulged divers ſorts of 
Chriſtians; but the Novations of all the Diſſenters were pre- 
fer'd : Which was ſo far from I»/ecuring , that it preſerved 
the Tranquility of the Empire, Nor till the time of Cele/tine 
Biſhop of Rome , were the Novations diſturbed ; And the 
Per /ecution of them, and the aflumption of the ſecular Power 
began much at tae ſame time, But the Novations at Coy- 
/tantinople were not ſo dealt withall ; for the Greek Biſhops 
continued to petmit them the quietenjoyment, ot their diſſent-. 
ing Aſſemblies; as Socrates tells us in his fitth and Seventh 
Book of Eccleſiaſtical ſtory. bf 

| thall deſcend nearer our own times; for notwithſtanding no 
age has becn more furiouſly moyed,, then that which Jouranus 
found , and therefore the Experient of Indulgence was never 
better made, yet to ſpeak more in view of this time of Day , 
we find our Contemporatics, of remoter Judgements in Reli- 
gion , under -no manner: of difficulty in this point. The 
Grand Sigur, Great Moenl, Ezars of © Muſeovia, King of 
Per/:a ; the great Monarchs of the Eaſt have long 2low'd and 
proſper'd with a Toleration : And who does not know that 
this give great T amertan his mighty Victories ? In theſe Welt- 
ern Countries we ſce the ſame thing. 


, Cardinal &'Offat in, his 926; letter to Y;ilroy, Secretary to 
he F OS _ Henry 
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Henry the fourth of Fraxce, gives us Doctrine and Example 


for the Subje&t in hand , © Beſides ſays he) that Neceſlity 
*« has no Law, be it in what caſe it will; our Lord JESUS 
« Car1sr inſtructs us by his Goſpel, To /et the Tares alone 
« leaſt removing them, may endanger the heat. That other 
« Catholick Princes have allow?d it without Rebyke. That pAr- 
ticularly the Duke of Savoy, who ( as great a Zealot as he 
* would be thought for the Carho/ick Religion) Tolerates 
the Hereticks in three of his Provinces, namely Angroyne, 
Lucerne, and Peroſe. 'That-the King of Poland, does as 
much, not only in Sweed/and, but in Poland it ſelf. That 
all the Princes ot rhe Auſtrian'Family, that are cdebrated 
as Pillars of the Carboalick Church, do the like , nor only 
in the Town of the Empire, burin their proper Territories, 
as in «Auſtria it ſelf, trom whence they take the name of 
their Honour. In Hungary, Bohemia, © Moravia, Lu/a- 
tia, Stirria, Camolia and Croatia the like. That Charles, 
the fifth , Father of the King of Spam, was the Perſon 
that taught the King of Fraxce , and other Princes , how 
to yield to ſuch Emergencies. That his Son, the preſent 
King of Spam , who is clteemed Arch-Carmelick, andrhar 
is, as the Atlas of the Cathalick Church , Tolerates not-. 
withſtanding , at this day , in his Kingdoms of Falentia 
and Granada, the Mosr's themſelves in their Mahumati/me , 
and has offered to thoſe of Zealand , Holland , and other 
Hereticks of the Low- Countries, the fee Exereſe of their 
pretended Religion, ſo that they will but acknowledge and O- 
bey him in c:v:{ Matters. Ir was of thoſe Letters of this cx- 
traordinary Man, for ſo he was (wherher we regard him in his Ec- 
cleſialtical Dignity, or his greater Chriſtian and Civil Pradence) 
that the great Lord Fulkland ſaid, A Minſter of State ſhould no 
more be without Cardinal d'Oflat's Letters, than a Parſon with-. 
out bis Bible. And indced, it we look into France, we thall find 
the /ndulzence of thoſe Proteſtams, has been a flouriſhing ro thar 
Kingdom, as their Arms a Succour to their Armg. * Tis true, that 
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ſince they help'c the Miniſters of his Greatneſs to Succeſs, that 
haughty Monarch has chang'd his Meaſures, and reſolves their 
Conformity to his own Religion , or their Ruin ; but no Man 
can give another Reaſon for it, than that he thinks it for his turn 
to pleaſe rhat-part of his own Church, which are the preſcit ne- 
ceſſary.and unwearied Inſtruments of his abſolute Glory, Bur 
let us ſce the end of this Conduc, it will require more time to 
approve the Experiment. 

As it was the Royal Saying of Stephen, Kimg of Poland, 
That he was a King of Mn , and not of Conſcience; a Com- 
mander of Bodies, and ngt of Souls. So we ſee a T oleration 
has been practiſed in that Country. of a long time, who no ill 
Succeſs to the State; the Citics of Cracouvia, Racovia, and 
many other Towns of Note, almoſt wholly diſſenting from the 
common Religion of the Kingdom, which is Roman Catholick, 
as the others are Sociman and Calvan/t, the molt oppoſite 
ro that, as wellas to themſelves, 

The King of Denmark, in his large Town of Atona, but 
about a Mile from Hambrongh, and. therefore called fo, that 
is, All tonear, isa ptegnent proof of our point. Forthohis Scat 
be ſo remote from that place, and another ſtrong and infinuating 
State ſo near, yet under his /ndulgence of diyers Perſwaſtons, they 
enjoy that Peace, and he that Jecwrity, that he is not upon better 
Terms in any of his more /mmeatate and Uniform Dominions. 
Ieaveit tothe thinking Reader, if it be not much qwing to this 
Freedom, and that a contrary courſe were not the way for him to 
furnjſh- his Neighbours with. means to. Depopulare that place, 
or make it uncaſic and chargeable to him to kecp *? 

It we. look into other parts of Germany, where we find a 
Stour and War-like Peepk , fierce for the thing they opine, 
_ or bclieve,, \we ſhall find che: Prince Palatine of the Rhine , 

ſaſe,- and. more. potent by his, /xdulgence, witneſs his Improye- 
ments at Maxime; And as {believe me) he Acts the Prince 
to his Pcople in other things, ſo in this to the Empire ; for he 
has made bold withthe Conſtirutionof it, in the Latirude he 
Biy6s ttis SubjeRs in this Aﬀair, The 
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The Duke of Brandenburg is himſelf a Catuanif?, his Peo- 
ple moſtly Lutherzan , yet in part of his Dominions, the 
Roman Catholicks enjoy their Churches quietly. 

The Duke of Newbrrg, and a {trict Roman Catholick , Bro- 
ther-in Law to the preſent Emperor, in his Province of 7«- 
l;ers, has not only at Dewsburg, Mutherm, and other places, 
but in Denuſeldorp it felt, where the Courtreſides, Lutheran 
and Catuani(t, as well as Roman Catholick Aſlemblies. 

The Duke of Saxony, by Religiona Lutherarm, in his City 
of Budr/jti , has both Lutherams and Roman Catholicks in 
the ſame Church, parted only by a Grate. 

In Ausburg,they have two chiet Magiſtrats, as their Duumuir at, 
one muſt always be a Roman Catholick, & the other a Lutherarm. 

The Biſhop of O/nabrug is himſelf a Lutherain, and in the 
Town of his Title, the R;2247x Catholicks, as well as Lutheraims 
have their Churches ; and which is more, the next Biſhop muſt 
be a Cathelick too; forlike the Buckets in the #/el/, they take 
turns, one way tobeſure, ſ5that one be but in the Right. 

From hence we will goto Sultzbach, aſmall Territory, but has 
a great Prince ; I mean, in his own extraordinary Qualities; for a- 
mong other things we thall find him at the Moderator among his 
People. By Proicfiion he is a Roman Carholick, but has Srmulta» 
neum Religions Exercitium,notonly Lutherans and RomanCa- 
tholicks cnjoy their different Worſhips, but a/ternatzvely inonc 
and the ſame place, the fame day; foballancing his Aftection 
by his Wiſdom, that there appears neicher Partiality in him, nor 
Envy inthem,, tho” of ſuch oppoſite Perſwaſtons. | 'S. 

| will end theſe Forreign Inſtances with a Prince and Biſhop, 

all in one, and he a Roman Catholick roo, and thatis the Biſhop of 
AJentz; who admuirs, with a very Peaceable Succeſs, ſuch Luthe- 
rains With his Catholicks, to enjoy their Churches, as livein his 
Townof Erford, Thus does Practice tells us, that neither Hs- 
narchy nor Hierarchy are in danger from a Toleration. On the 
contrary, the Laws of the Empire, which are the Acts of the Em- 
peror, and the Joverazgn £rinces of it, haye tolerated theſe three 
; F Re- 
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Religious Perſwaſions, vis, the Roman. Catholick, Lutherain 
and Caluaniſt, and they may as well tolerate three more, for the 
ſame Reaſons, and with the ſame Succeſs. For it is not their 
greater nearneſ# or conſiſtency in Doctrine, or in Worſhip ; On 
the contrary, they differ much, -and by that; and other Circum- 


ſtances, areſometimes engaged inpgreat Controverſies, yetisa 
Toteration praQticable, andthe way of Peace with them. 


And which is cloſeſt roour point at Home it ſelf, we ſee that a 
Toleration of the Fews, French,& Dutch,Churches in England, 
all Diſenters from the National Way: Andthe Connivance 
that has been in Ireland; And the down-right T oferation in moſt 
of his Majeſttes'Plantations abroad, proves the Aſſertion, That 
Toleration ts not dangerous to Monarchy. For Experience tclls us, 
where itis in any degree admitted, the Krg's Affairs proſper 
moſt; People, Wealtband Strength, being ſure to follow luch 
Indulgence. 

Bur after all that L have ſaid in Reaſon and Fat, why T oleration 
is ſate to Monarchy, Story tells us that worfe things have befallen 
Princes in Countries under #cciefaaſtical Union, then in places 
under divided forms of Worſhip; and ſo, tolerating Countries 
ſtand to the Prince,more thanupon equal terms with conformin 
ones. And where Princes have been expoſed to hardſhip in tole- 
rating Countries, they hayeas often come irom the Contotming, 
as Non-conforming patty; and ſo the Dyfenter is upon equal 
terms, tothe Princeor State, with the Conformii7.. 

The firſt is evident itt the Fews , under the conduct of 
eMo/es; their Diſſention-came from the Men of their own 
Tribes, ſuch as Corab Dathen and LAbiram, with their 
partakers. To ſay a of the Gentiles. 

The Miſeries and Slaughters of e Mauritius the Emperor 
proves my-point ,--who by the greateſt Church- Hen of his 
time was withlitood , | and his Servant that perpetrated thc 
Wickednefs by them , ſubſtituted in his Room, becauſe more 
officious to their Grand'vrre What power bur that ot the Church, 
Dethwa?d Childrek King of Fravce, and ſet Pippin in his 
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place ? The miſeries of the Emperours, Henry the Fourth 
and Filth, Father and Son . from their Rebellions Subjects ; 
raiſed and' animated by the power of Corformiſts ; dethroning 
both, as much as they could , are notorious, * 115 as plain 
that $Srg:/mond King of Stweed/and, was rejected by that Lu- 
therian Country , becauſe he was a Roman Catholick. 

If we come nearer home, which.is moſt ſuitable ro the Reaſons 
of rhe d;/courſe, we find the Church-men take part with ///il/ram 
Rufus , and Henry the Firlt againſt Rovers their Elder Brother; 
and after that, weſee ſome of rhe greateſt ot them wake Head 
againſt their King , ney Anſelm, Arch- Biſhop of Canter- 
bury, and his party, as did his Succeſſor Thomas of Becket tothe 
Second Henry. Stephen Uſurprt the Crown when there was a 
Church *Union : And King 7chn lived miſerable tor all that, and 
at laſt Dyed by one of 15 own Religzon too, The Dillentions thar 
apiatcd the Rei n of his Son Henry the Third, and rhe Barrons 
War, with B:/hop Gr ofteeds Bleſſing to Mumford their General. 
The Depoſition and Murther of the Second Edwerd, and Rich- 
ard, and Sixth Henry, and his Son the Prince. The U/urpation 
of Richard the Tird, and the murthber of the Sons of Edward 
the Fourth, in the Tower of London, The civil War that follow- 
cd between him and the Larlof Richmond, afterwards our w/e 
Henry the Seventh,v cre all perpetrated in a Country of oze Re/r- 
gton,and by the hands of Conformſts. In thort, if we will but look 
upon the civil War, that ſo long raged in this Kingdom, betweerr 
the Houſes of 79rk & Lacaſter, and conſider thar they prefelled 

 butoneandrhe fame Religion, and both back't with numbers ot 
Church-mcn too, ( to ſay nothing of the Miſerable end of many. 
of our Kings princely Anceſtors in Scotland, eſpecially the Firtt 
and Third James) will find cauſe roſay , That Church-Unifor- 
mity ts not a ſecurity for Princes to depend upon. EN 

It we will look next into Countries, where Dzſexters from 
the National Church are tolerared, we ſhall find the Confor- 
1M1Ft not leſs Culpable than the Dufſenter. | 

The D:/orders among the Jews atter they were ſettled in 

the 
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the Land that God had piyen them, came not from thoſe they 
tolerated, but themſelves. © They ca#7 off Samuel , and the 
Government of the Judges. *'Twas the Children of the Na- 
tional Church , thar fell in with the Ambition of Ab/olow, and 
animated the Rebellion apainſt his Father David. They were 
the ſame that revolted from 'Solomor's Son, and crycdin behalf 
of Teroboam, To your Tents, O Tfrael! 

Not two Ages ago, the Church of France, too generally fell in 
with the Family ot G#/e, againſt their Lawful Soveraign, Henry 
the Fourth : Nor were they without Countenance of the greateſt 
of their Belief, who ſtiled it an Holy ar ; at that time, fearing 
(not without cauſe ) the Defe&ton of that Kingdom from the Ro- 
man See. Inthisconjuncture, the Drſſenters made up the beſt 
part of that King's Armies, and by their Loyalty and Blood, pre- 
ſ{cryed the Blood Royal of France,and ſer the Crown on the Head 
of that Prince.” hat King was twice aſſinated,& the laſt time mur- 
der'd, as was Henry the Third, his Predeceſſor; but they fell, one 
by the hand of a Church man, the other,at leaſt by a Conform:ſ?. 

- Tis true,thatthenext cave Har was between the Catholicks 
and the Hugenots, under the condudt of Cardinal Richhieu, and 
the pps þ Roan, But as will not juſtific the Action, ſo their L:- 
berties and Cautions ſo ſolemnly ſettled by Henry the fourth, as 
the reward of their ſingular Merit, bcing by the Miniſtry of that 
Cardinal invaded, they ſay, they did but detend their cwn, and 
that rather againſt the Cardinal, then the King, whoſe ſo'rneſs 
ſuffercd him to become a ptoperty to the great //ir & Ambetio! 
of that Perſon: Andthere is this Reaſon to believe them, that if 
it had been otherwiſe, we are ſure that King Charles the Fir i? 
would notin the leaſt haye countenanced their Quarrel. 

- However, the Cardmal, like himſelf, wiſely knew when to ſtop: 
For tho' he thought it the Intereſt of the Crown, to moderate their 

reatneſs,, and ok theit growth , yet having treſh in Memory 
the $/oryof the fore-poing/Ape, he ſaw, 'twas wiſe to have a Bal- 

lance upon occaſion Ron this was more then recompenc'd in their 


ſixth Adhefionto the Crownol France, under the Miniſtry and 
£1 Di- 
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Direc}ion of theſucceeding Cardinal, when their Perſwaſian had 
not only Number, and many good Officers to value itſelf upon ; 
but yielded, thei: Kg. the ableſt Captain ofthe Age, namely, 
Turene: Itwasan TNNOAGe then, at the Head: ot almoſt at 
Hugenot Army , that tellin, with a Cardma/ himſelf, ( ſec the 
Union, Intereſt makes' )-ro. maintain the. Imperial Crown: of 
France, and that on a Roman, Catholicks head: And together 
with their own, Indnigence., that Religion, as National tos , 
apainſt che pretences of a, /foman, Cathelick Army ,, headed by 
a Prince, brave and learned of the ſame Religion, 

I mention not this, to prefer one party to another; for contrary 
Inſtances may be givenelſewhere, as Intereſts haye varied. , In 
Sweedland a Prince was rejefted by Proteſtants; and in Eng/and 
and Hol{2nd,and many of the Prexcipatities of Germany, Roman 
Carholicks have. approvy'd' themſelves Loyal to their K7ngs, 
Prices and States: But this. ſuffices; to us, - that we gain the 
Point; for it is evident in Countries where Drſſenters are tole- 
rated, the In/ecurity of the Prince and Government, may as 


well come from the Confer mug, as Diſſent mg Party, avdthat 
it comes not jrom Diflenters, . becauſe {uth. _— 
But how happy and-admirable was 'this civi 
the Cardinal and: Turene? Two moſtoppolire Religions, borh 
followed by People of their own Pcrlwafjon:' One ſays his M76; 
'rother his Directory, both invoke pxe Diery, by fuer al waycy, 
tor, one ſucceſs; and followed,wich Ghory,. and a Peace tothis 


lUnion batwcen 


Day... Q why thowſd it be otherwiſe now | what has been, may 
be: ' Methi 4 V:/dom.a id Charity axe onthar.fide (till. ,. 
It willdoubrlefs be obje ted, that the Dylſenting Party qt. £ug - 
land, fell in with the State Diiſenrer in our ate £2vil, but Uunatu- 
ral !Var: . Andthisſcems tobe againſt us,. yet three things, mult 
be confeſſed ;: Firit,, Thatthe War rather made. the Diſlenters, 


than the Drſenters made the War ; Secondly ,.that thoſe thar 


were then in being, were not colerated ag in France, but proſerut- 
ed: Andlaſtly, thar they did not lead, but follow great Numbers 
of Church-goer's, of all Yualrzes.in tharunhappy Controverſisc, 
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which bepatupon other. T opirks than Liberty tor Charch-Di/- 
{enters "And tho' they were herein blameable, Reaſon is Reaſon, 
itt alt Climares and Latirudes.: 'This does not afſe&the Queſtion: 
Such Culamities are ho »eceſſary Corſequences of Charch-difſent, 
becauſe they would then follow-iniallplaces where Diſenters are 
tolerated; which we ſee they do n6t: - But theſe may ſometimes 
indeed be the cflects of a violent endeamour of Vniformity, and 
that wider all Forms of Government, as 1 fear they were partly 
hereunder our Morarchy;' But'then\this teaches u$ to condlude, 
that a Toleratrow' of thoſe, thata contrary coutſe takes #tea/fe 
and de/perate; may preverit ot Curt 7rfeftine Troubles; as Anno 
forty eight, itended the Nttife, aridſettled'the Peace of Germany. 
For?ris not how-the Queſtion; how farmen may be proyok'd, or 
oughrroreſentir;' butrtwberber Cover nment 5 /afe in a T olera- 
19#;eſpecially- Monarchy, And tothis ſuc we are come in FaR, 
That "t1"ſafe,' andthar Corformiſts (generally ſpeaking) haye 
for their Intereſts, as rarely known their Duty to their Prrmce, 
as Diſſenters tortheir Conſciences.”' So that the danger ſeems 


P ow 
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yere Penalties, rather than of a diſcreet 7oteration. 


to five Potinds 


; id yet a Prince of the Blood, and 
Imperias Crown,” [hould be made incapable of 
Jn »ee - for Chutch-difſenr, oO 
 Thefecurity then of Property, or civil Right, from'being for- 
feitable for Religious diſſent, becomes aſecurity'to the Royal Fa- 
ly, againſ{tche Difliculties lately {abour'd, uiderinche buſineſs 


19 ) 


the Swcce/ſion, And the? I haye no Commiſliptyforit, beſides thic 
reat Reaſon and Equity'of the thing it ſelf, dare ſay; there can 
handybe a D:ſenteriat this time of day ſo: wid of SenſpandJu- 
ſtice, as well as;Duty and.Loyalty;as not to beof theſameaning. 
Elſe it were to deny that tothe Prince, which ho needs} andprays 
from him. Lerus nor forget the. Story of Sig;/pmmnd of Swetdhend, 
of Henry the Fourthof France,and eſpecially of our 6wir Owee): 
Mary, . Had;propertybeenfix*r,the Line of hoſe Royal/Familics 
could not have met with any letorIhrerruption-'! Fwasthis'con- 
ſiderationithat prevaitd with Judge Hales, tho'aſtronp Proce- 
ſtantatter King Edward's Death;'rogive his Opiniowfor @ueen 
's Succeſſion, againſt thatot allrhe re[t ofthe Judpes tothe 
contrary.: :iwhich.noble Profident, was recompenc'din the Loy- 
alry of Archs Biſhop Heath;a Roman-Catholick|'in favour of che 
Succeſſion of Pucen Elizabeth; and tho ſame thing would be 
donoagain., in thelike caſe; by Men of the ſame Integrity. 
know it may -beſaid, 7 hat there is little Reaſonwou fori'rhe 


Ptince 20 regard this — favour of Diflenters," Whew 3: 


was. /d lati ie: heeded m the'ca/e of | the Preſiimrive *Heir 70 'the 
Crown. Bur as this:was the AttandHeat of Conforming Men 
within Doors, ſo itit were in Counſel or Defire, the Follyand1r- 
juſtice of any'Di(ſencers withour Doors, thill maty entire Parties 
pay the Reckoning of the tew' buſie Offendars?'"Fhepwould 
huidbly hopetharthe frngular [Mildneſs'and Clemency } which 
make upſo gteata parrot bis Majeſties publick Aſlranees';/ will 
not leave him. in higReflection here.) © 002 02. RITES | 
1-7Tisrhe Mercies of Princes, thataboye all their Works; give 
them the! neareſt Refemblance to Divinity intheir Admviniſtrac® 
0n 'Beſidesivis rheir Glory'ro mcealure their-Attions by the Ret! 
ſon and Conſequences! things, and not by.rhe Paſſions tharpoi> 
ſels and annimateprivate'Breaſts: Forit were fatal torh@lncereſt. 
of a Prince,thatthe Folly'or Undutifulne/Fokiriy'of his SubjeNs,) 
ſhould put him'out gfthe way, or tempt hits tobe 1fleady;ts his 
PrihcipleandIatcteſp:; And yer; witltfubmiſſic 


midioh, Tmult hy pit 
would be the Conſequence of Cooniong For by txpofingProper- 


A 
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ty for Opinion, the Prince expoſes the Conſciences'and Property 
of-his. own Familyito the Church;' and dr/ar»zs them of all De- 
fence, uponady alrerationof Judgement.” -Let ws cretrember rhat 
ſeveral of: theſame Parliament mew, who at firſt Sacrificed ciyil 
Rights for-Non-corformityin common! Diſſenters , fell arlaſt to 
make the Succeſſion of the Crown the price of d:ſſent m the next 
Heir of the: Royal Blood: ' So dangerous a thing it is ro hazard 
Property.to»ferve a turntor any Party, or ſufterfuch Examples 
in the caſe of the meaneſt Perſon in «Kingdoms © 

Nor isthisall the benefit'thatattends the Crown, by the pre- 
ſervationof civil Rights; forthe Potocy of 2He Aenatchyii kept 


more entire by it.” The King has the: benefit ot his whole Peo- 

ple, and the Reaſon of their /afetyis owing to thicircrv1/, and nor 

Eccleſiaſtical Obedience :/-I heir Loyalty ro Czar) and not Con- 

form'ty torhe Church: Whereas:theother Opiniomwould have 

it, that no Conformity tothe Chnrch, xo ex in the State: 
I 


narcow_ the civil Power; - for at this rare, 


# 


3 i 


ay of doingthe King's buſineſs. 
formity robb'd the King atthac 
ge and V alour,, than 


ſome. 


o s A I T” ” 
* _ o ET * - d wm = 
6 »- —— — — — _—_—_— — _— —— —_— 


{ AW / 


| 


(ar ) 

ſome one ten of that Fleet, had in their room,” beenableto have 
faveda Barrel, orperfected a Victory.” I will name three of them, 
The firit was Old Vice-Admiral Goodſon; than whom, no Body 
was more Stoart, or'a Sea-man? The ſecond; Captain Hf, thar in 
the Saphire beat Admiral Everſon, hand to hand/ that came'to 
che Relief ofold Trump: ' The thitd was Captain Potter, tlhatih 
the conſtant Farwicktook'Capt Beath , aſter cight hours ſmart 
Diſpute, And as evident itis,thatifa War had proceeded between 
this Kingdomrand /azce, ſeven Years go, ie biſieſs of Con- 
tormity had deprived-the King of many Land-Officers ,* whoſe 
ſharein the lare Wars of ' Z#rope, had made kriowing and able. 

But whichis worſtof all; ſuch are nor fate, with theit diſſent, 
under their own extraordinary Prince. For tho a man were'a great 
Honouter of his Prince,.a'Lover of his Country," an Admirer of 
the Government: / Inthe(courſe of his Liſe;ſober,wiſe, induſtrous 
and uſeful;ifa Diſſenter fromthe eſtabliſh'e Form'of Worſhip, in 
that condition there is no/ Laberty fot his Perſon,” nor /ecurrty to 


his Eſtate; as /e/e/+-ro the Publick; ſo r#m'd in himſelf. For 
this Net catches the beſt: Men trueto their Conſcience, and 
who indulged;' are'moſt like to be ſorotheir Prince : Whilſt the 
reſt aredeft to Cou/en himby their cg tor thatis the unhappy 


cndot forced Conformity inthe poor Spirired Compliers. And 
this muſt always be the conſequence' of neceſſitating the Prince 
0 put more and other: Teſts 'uponhis People, than are requifit 
toſecure him of ——— FATE BUG SC 2 T0 Woigengs TO BHT: 
And when weſhall be tohappy'/inour meaſures as to conſider 
this Miſchief rothe Monarchy, itis tobe hop'd, it will be thought 
expedient to diſ-intangle froperty from Optnion, and cut the un- 
toward Knot, ſome'menhaveryed, that hath ſolong hamper'd 
and gaul'd the Prince as ell as Peopte. 1c will bethen, when ci- 
vil puniſhments ſhall no more follow Church faults, that'the 
cril Tenure will be recoyer'd ro the Government andthe Na- 
tures of Ats, Rewards and Puniſhments; fodiſtinguith'r; as 
Loyalty ſhall be the ſafety of Diſſent, and the whole People 
raade #/&f»/ to. the: Goverhment, +1 
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It will perhaps , be-Objetted\ That Difenters can hardly 
be ablidged to be true ta the Crip ; and. (6. tbe Crown wnſafe 
is. their very ſeruices 5. for they may eaſily turn phe Power proc: 
Kg {0 fervent , agamftit; togreaten themſelu.tr. Jam willing 

abate; every thing, that ,may-with any prerhce be: offer r 
apxin our C DR vdwernce-\ 'Tays.nd ;!\and appeabro 
King himſelf. ( -againſt.whom;the Prejudices of our-late 
Tirges rap |higheſt ;,. ang: Ferns has molt.reaſon to.reſene ) 
 Uho wap-ever; bette; Nee ery'd ,.than\by the Ald: Rewed: 
hb "v7; AVC \Bp6bL W6/7, Sir Willow Fewmm, 
Fr £4W/0, Mt fn. ir RStamer:, Sir\ Fer. Smith, 
Fic; ';, Tor;d 7A y - Sir , , Harman, Sir Chriſc, Mings; Caprian 
Sauſum s, CHttins © Clark, Robin/or...i Malton,, Wager, Tern, 
\P ker ); , "RM Hubbard:,; rien, dat horn,” Daws. 
pos .tohy othing of many yet living, ofreal Merit, 
d, ay ur Qmcers.© expert and brave? And tydolour 
ond he.deſerr'd it edn them 712'by his Humiliry, 
Rhpinoay rage 3} and: "be care: at\d' aldection that he 
93 5s. thewed to. themyvi+ ts: fad gl 5-4 
: If any ſay, That moſt of theſe men" were Conferimtitfs.. 
prelume -30/ rall them , know: ag well as any Gelepnetey 
yd Ki Ki move the beter far that:5100 the contrary , 
'twas;all ho. rife that of thembad/inchemfelyesy in the 


þ ar eb.  opinyrie: y;ouſt.not ſtvehimwithouritzand if 
= age yet haye been on ;theyhad performedit with 


illnotlye.White Poople find ehcir 


au;falſe himſelf, "Pwathechas knew all-mans 
where the Treaſurers there the Hear 12941) be 

#4ſo.) bs re andiupon their preferrmient. with the 
Princeand they will be. Dutiful, zLoyel, dhd moſt. AfﬀeRionare. 
_ -* Mankind-by;nature fears. Power, : and w_— at Goodneſs, 
Pardon my Zeal, I would notbe thoughteo ple ad for Diſſenters 
 Þeglerpeatz is enaughtheykeep wharth whe! | andmay 
ive at their own charges, Indy: 1:av3 for having the Prince 


# haye 


haye room forthis, choice, and not be crampt and ſtinted by 
Opinjon ;, but jmplqy, thoſe who are beſ},, able. ro ſerve him: 
And | chink ovt of /x.,Partics 'tis better picking;; than our of 
one. of them, ; and. therefore the, Princes 'jntereſt is to be 
head of all of them 5, which, a To/eration effects in.a moment; 
ſince thoſe. /ix (divided Intreſts , within, them }). having but 
one crvil Head, become one intire cv] Body to the Prince: 
And I am ſure , I have. Monarchy on. my. fide: if Sohn 
and his //ifdom. may ſtand for it , who tells. us , That the 
Glory of a King is in the multitude of his'People. 


F 


. 


Nor is this all , for the Conſequences of ſuch an Univerſal 
conſent would be. of infinite moment. co the ſecurity of the 
Monarchy, both at Home and Abroad. At Home, for it would 
behead the fatitons without Blood, and banh the Ring leaders 
without gong abroad. ; When the: great: bodies of Dyſexters 
ſce the care. of the Government for 'their /afcty , they'bave 
no need of their Captains, nor theſe any Ground tor their 
Pretences : tor as they us'd the People to; yalue themſelves, 
and raiſe their Fortunes with the Pryxce, ſo the People tollowed 
their Leaders:to, ger rhat. caſe ,; they ſettheir Heads promis'd, 
but could not, and the Goyernment; can and does give them. 

Multitydes: cannot Plot, they are roo many., and; baye 
not Conduct for it , they move by another Spring , /afety. is 
the pregence. of:their, Leaders;, If once. they) ſee. they: enjoy'ir, 
they haye-ypt wit enough not to-hazardit for any Body: -Forthe 
endeayours of buſic menare then diſcernable; butaftate of ſeve- 
rity giycs them a;pretence,by which the Multityde is eafily taken, 

This-1 ſay, upon. a Suppoſition,, that the: Dyſerters could 
cc . againſt the- Government ;-. which.isa begging of - the 
veſtion,z. For it is- improbable: ( if | nat:.impoſhble ; withour 
Conformifts) ſince. beſides the diſtance rtheyareatin their per- 

ſwaſtons and AtﬀeAtions ,-rhey-dare nothope for ſo.good terms 
_ from one another, as the Government gives : And that fear , 

with their Emiula7ien , would' draw: them into that | duty , 
that they myſt all-tall inco.a Natural Dependancy , \which . 
Wy ca 
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call holding of the Pr:xce, as the Great Head of the State. 

From abroad*, we arc as ſafe as from within our ſelves : 
forif leading nienat homeatethusdifapp vinted of their Intereſt 
in the Pcople',' Forreigners will find here 'ho Interpreters of 
their d4vi " Language , nor matter (if they could) to work 
upon ; for the Point is oain'd , the People they would deal 
in , are at their eaſe , and cannot be bribed ; and thoſe that 
wool, can't deſerve it. | 


© is) this that makes Princes live Independaiit of their Neigh: 
bo and"to 'be low'd at home, is to be fear'd abroad: One 
follows 'neceſſarly the other. ' Where Princes are driven to 
ſeck'a Forreign Aſſiſtance, the iſſue muſt 'cither be the Rin 
of the Prince”, 'or\the 2b/olute SubjetFion of rhe People, not 
withour | the hazard of becoming a "Province to the' Power of 
that Neighbour that turnstheſcale. Theſe conſequences have 
or-cither hand-ane i// look, and ſhould rebate Extreams. 
The greatne/3 of France a thoſe Threats to all her 
hbours , that politically ſpeak tis the Melancholl:f 
profed (6 land bs has had Now ak nee'Zii fy Eight: The 
tard By tinie!, - being "ſhorter ina things but' his 
ride-and” Hope ,- than the: Fraweh King's now of the" ſame 
"Univer ſal. Monarchy.” This greatneſs begun by the \/ewer/ 
Lewis , ſome will have'it/, has'tiot been ſo* much advanced 
by-che. Wiſdom of- Richliew , and craft of © Mnzarene i no. 
nor the :4>mc of the pre ent' Monarch, as by the- affiſtanc. 
comrruance of Elland, thax has moſt t51 ſc by hit, 
| Craniteel begun;and gave htmithe Scale againſt the Spumard. 
[Tho Reaſon, of State he went upon, was" the ſupport of his 
-ufurp'd Dominion : And he wa$ nor out init; for the *Exulc 
:of the price of thar'Aid:' Inwhich'weſce, how mach Incere}7 
RAI Nature; ''Itwas'nor Royal Kmdr ed could ſhelter 
ai\King-aganiſt-the: Solicitarionsof an V/urper wich the Sos of 
Mother's' Brother." + 
But it: will be told us by ſome People , Ye have not dege- 
wrared, bur exactly follow'd the ſame Steps cver ſince, which 


has 
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has given ſuch an Increaſe to thoſe was s, that the Frey: /: 
Monarchy is almoſt aboye our reach, Bur ſuppole it were 
true, whar's the cauſe of it ? It has not been ol Friendſhip, 
or nearneſs of Blood, or Neighbour-hood. Nor could itbe from 
an inclination in our Miniſters ; to bring things here to a 
like iſſue, as ſome have ſupgeſted; for then we ſhould have clog- 
p'd his ſucceſſes, inſtead of helping them in any kind,leſtin doing 
{o, we ſhould have putirinto his power to hindex, our own. 
| Bur perhaps our Cro/7 Accidents of State may ſome'times 
have compell'd us into his Friendſhip, and his Councils have 
carefully impray'd the one, and husbanded 'the other, to great 
Advantayes; and thar this was more then made for our Exg/; 
Intereſts; and yet 'tis þur too true, chat" the extream Heats 
of ſome men, that moſt inyeighed' againſt ir}, went'roo' far 
to ſtrengthen that underſtanding , 'by nor taking what would 
have beengranted, and creating an intereſt arhome, that might 
naturally have diſſolved that Correſpondence abroad. = ; 
I love not to revive things that are uncaſily remembred., 
but in poirits moſt tender'to rhe late King, he thought himſelf 
ſometimes too cloſely preſt, and hardly held; and we are 
all wiſe enough now to fay, a milder Conduct had fucceeded 
better : For i reaſonable things may be unreaſonably, preſt; 
and with ſuch privare Tntentions, as induced a denja}, Heats 
about ings doubtful, unwiſe or unjuſt,” muſt needs harden and 
: .Ct us then create an Intereſt for the Prince at home ; and 
Soi pr con ps ( ar beſt, uncertain and dangerous) will 
fall of courſe; for if it be'allow'd to private men, ſhall it be 
forbid to Princes only, to know and be true ro their own Sup- 
ort. ig be earns 3m, tro Bade 
; It is no morethan whatevery Age makes us toſeein all Par- 


ties of Men. The Parliaments of England ſince the Refor- 


mation, giving n9 quarter toRman Catholicks, have forced 
them ro the Crops for heker: ' Andto induce the'Honarcby 
ro. yield them the Protection they” have needed*, have with 


mighty 
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mighty Addreſs and Skill , recommended themſelyes as the great 
Friends of the; Prerogative, and fo ſucceſstully. too., = it 


# 


were: not below. the . Wiſdom; of that Conſtitution to. refle& 
what they. have loſt by that coſtiveneſs of theirs to Carholicks. 
On.the. other hand,,.the Crown having treated the Toe ops 
Diſeniere, with the ſeverity of the Lays har afſofied them 
ſuffering; the, ſharpeſt, of, then to fall. upon their Perſons and 
Eſtates , they haye been driven; ſucceſſively. to Parkaments 
whole. Priviledges 


bliſlye. / On 
promoted and 


into, Eng/a 


een, 


| 


tereſt, againlt/the Notion oppoſed. 
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the Independents themſelves; held che greateſt Republicans oi 
all Parties , were the moſt Laviſh and Superſtitious Adorers 
of Monarchy in Oltver Cromwell , becauſe. of the regard hc 
had to them z allowing. him, and: his Son after him , to bc 
Cuſtos Utriuſque Tabule , over all Cauſes, as well Eccleſjaſti- 
cal as Civil, Supream Governour, Andnext, the Conformiſ?s 
in Parliament, reputed the moſt Loya/ and Monarchrical men, 
did more than any. Body queſtion and oppoſe the late. King's 
Declaration of Indulzence ; even They themſelves would-not 
allow ſo much Prerogative to the Crown. 

This proves the Power of intereſt, and that all\Perfwaſions 
center with it: And when they ſec the Government: engaging 
them with a fix't Liberty of Conſezence, they muſt for their 
own ſakes ſeck the Support of it, by which it is maintained. 
This Un:i#n, directed under the Prince's Conduet, would awe 
the greatneſs of our Neighbours, and ſoon return Europe to irs 
antient Balance, and that into his hand too. 'Sothat he may 
be the great Arbzter of the Chriſtian World. But if the Policy of 
the Government places the Security of its Intereſt inthe De- 
ſtruft:on of the cruil Intreft of the Diſſenters, it is notro be 
wondered at, if they are leſs found in the. praiſes of its Conduct, 
than others to whom they are offered up a Sacrifice by it. 

I know it will be infinuated , That there 15 danger 1m build. 
ng "a" Union of divers Intereſts 5 and this will be aggra- 
vatedto the Prince, by ſuch as would-engroſs' his: Bounty and 
incercept his Grece trom a greatpartof his People. But 1 will 
only oppoſe to thar meer Suggeſtion , three Examples to the 
contrary, with this Challenge , That if after rummaging the 
Recardsof all Time, they find one Inſtance to contradict me, 
I ihall ſubmit the Queſtion to rheir Avthority. | 

The Firſt is given by thole Chrifizan Emperors , who ad- 
 mitred of allſorts of D:fenters into their Armies, Conrts and 
Senates. This, the Eccleftaſtical Story of thoſe Times, aſlures us, 
and particularly Socrates, Ewvagrins,. and Onnuphrius. | 
- The. Nex# Inſtance is that oft Prece.H#illam of Orange. 
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who by a timely Indulzence , united the'ſcattered ſtrength of 
Holland, and, all animated by the C/emency,' as well as YVa- 
low of their Captain , crown'd his Attempts with an extra- 
ordinary Glory 5 and what makes, continues Great. 

The /a#7 is given us by Livy, . in his account of Fan:- 
bals Army ; © That they conſiſted of diverſe 'Natrons , Lan- 
** exages, Cuſtoms and Religions : That under all their Suc- 
** ceſſes of Warand Peace, for Thirteen Tears togetber , they 
** never mutinied- againſt their General , nor fell our among 
« themſclves. What Zrvy relates for a wonder , the Mar- 
queſs Yorgiho Matvetzy gives the reaſon of, ' to wit, their 
Variety and Difference, woll "managed by therr General; for 
ſaid he, * It was/impoſlible for ſo many Nations, Cuſtomes 
« and Re/rgrons to combine , eſpecially whcn the General's 
** equal hand: gave- him” more | Reyerence with them , than 
* they had of-atteaion for one another. This ( ſaycs he ) 
+ fome would" wholly impute to Hanmbai; but however great 
(+: he was, /I attribute it tothe yatiety of People in the Army : 
+ For ( adds he') Rome's Army was ever leſs given ro) Mu- 
*4 tiny, when ballanced. with Auxiliary Legions, then when 
+ intircly Roman, This much in his Diſcourſes upon 'Cor- 
welins T acitts.. © | | 

And they are neither few, nor of the weakeſt ſortof Men, 
that have thought the Conrard of Di/cords the firmeſt Baſis 
for Goyernment :to' build upon. / The buſineſs is to T une 
them well; andthat muſtbe by skill of rhe Mu{itiar. 

In Nature we ſee; all Hear conſumes, and Cold k://s: That 
thrce Degrees of Cold to two of Heat, allays the Hear, but 
introduces'the contrary Quality', and over- cools by a Dc- 

rec; but !wo Degrees of co/d to two of Feat, mikes a 
Poizein Elements ,''and a Baſ{arce in Nature. Andin thoſe 
Families where:the eveneſt Hand is carried, the Work is beſt 

done, andthe Maſler is moſt reyerenced. 

This brings»me ro another benefit, which accrues to the 
Monarchy: by a Toleration , and thatis a Ba/lance at. Home : 


For 
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For though it be improbable , ir may happen , that either 
the conforming or non-conforming party may be undutilul; the 
one is then a Ballance ro the other. This might have pre- 
vented much Miſchief "to our ſecond ana” third Henry , King 
John, te ſecond Edward, 'and"Richard,  ang'wmhappy Henry 
the ſixth , as it undeniably ſaved the Royal Family of France, 
and ſecured Holland , and kept it from truckling under the 
Spaniſh Monarchy. © While al! hold of the Government , 'tis 
that which gives the Scale to the moſt dutiful ; bur ſtill, no 
farther then ro ſhow its Power , and awe the diforderly inro 
Obedience ,' not-ro deſtroy the Balance, leſt ir ſhould after- 
wards want the means of Over-pozing Fattion. 

Thar this is more than Fancy; plain it is, that the Dil- 
ſenter muſt firmly adhear to the Government for his Beezng , 
while the Church-man is provided for. - The one ſubſiſts by 
irs Mercy , the other by irs Bounty. ' This ty'd by Plenty , 
but that'by Nerefity, which being the laſt of 1yes", and 
ſtrongeſt of Obligations, the ſecurity is greateſt trom him, 
that-it is fancied moſt unſafe ro Tolerate.” ak 

But befides this \ Tranquiiity which it gives at Home , 
will both oblige thoſe that are ypon the 'Wing for Forrergy 
parts , to pitch here agam ; and at a time when our Neigh- 
bouring Monareh is waſting his People, excirerhoſe Sutferers 
into his Majeſties Kingdoms , whoſe Number will encreaſe 
that of his Subje&s, 'and their Labour and Conſumption, the 


{ 


Trade and 'Wealth'of his Dominions. / '. © 

For what are all 'Congef?s bur of Pcople f And if the 
Government may by Indulzence add the Inhabitants of T7 er 
C1ties to thoſe of its own , it obtainisa YVrfZory without charge. 
The Ancient per/eciution of France aud the Low: Countries , 
has-furnifhe us with an' invincible Inſtance ; for of thoſe rhar 
came hither on that account , we were mmiirut7ed in moſt 
uſeful HManufefuries , as by courſes of the like nature, we 
loſt a great part of our /Yollen Trade, And as Men, in 
times of danger, draw in their Stock, and githet tranſmit ir 
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to other. Banks, of Duh, their . Talent. at home for ſecurity 
( thar being out of. ſight, it may. be qut-of reach .roo, and 
either IS fatal to ay Kingdom ) | So this .mildneſs entreated ; 
ſetting every, mans. Heart at reſt, every. man-will be at work, 
and. ithe . Stock,..of the, Kingdom {imployed;.. which, like 
the Blopd,. that hath.Iits due. paſſage, will give Life and /;- 
gonr to. eyety Member in the-pub ick Body. | 

And here give me. leaye to mention the Experiment made ar 
Home. by. his late Majeſty, in his Declaration of Indulgence. 
No matter. how-yell or ill built, the;A& of, State was, 'tis no 
part of the; buſineſs in., hand, .. but... what effect the Libercy 
of it had upon the Peace and Teatth of the Kingdom, may 


haye inſtruction. in; it to our-prefent Condition. Twas cvi- 
dent, that all men Laboured cheerfully, and Traded boldly, 
when they had the Royal Hora. to keep what they got, and 
the King lam elt became the ayrver/2l Inſurer. of Dilſenters 
Eſtates... He fact then $ St, James's,were as much yi- 


ſired and, courted by relpective Agents,'. as if they. had 
been of the Feat 'For that, which echoſed the Roya/Good- 
meſs, being by, his own Hand thus removed; his begigne In- 
fluences. drew. the ;returtis. of, Sweetneſs and Duty from thar 
part- of his Subje&ts, that. the want of thoſe Influences had 
made barren before. Then: it. was that we look't like the 
Members of one: Family, and Children of one Parent. Nor 
did we envy. our eldeſt. Brother , ,Epz/copacy, his Inheritance 
ſo that we had but a Child's Portion: ' For'not only D:/cor- 
tents vaniſh t, but no matter was left for ill Spirits, forreign 
or domeſtick , to brood upon, or hatch to Milchiet. Which 
was a plain proof, that it is the Union of Intere/7s, and nor 
_ of Opinions, that gives peace to,Kingdoms. 

And with all Deterence to-Authority, I'would ſpeak it, the 
liberty of the Declaration, ſcems tobe our Engli/h Amomun 
at leaſt, the Sour age Remedy to our Engliſh Conſtitution and 
to ſay rrue , weſhiſted Luck as ſyon as we had loſt it ; 
like thoſe. that Jaſe their. Royal Gold , their Evil returns, 


For 
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For all Diſſenzers ſeem'd then united , in their affeRtion to 
the Goverment, and follow'd their affairs without fear, or di- 
ſtractjon; ' Projet?s then, were ſtale and unmerchantable, 
and ho body tared for them, becavfe no bod oy wantcd them: 

Thar gentle Opiate ar the Prince's hand, laid che moſt buſic 

and Tutbulent to' ſleep: But whenrhe loſs of that Indulgence 
made them uncertaitr, and that pneafie, their Perſons »F Ws 
ſtares being again expoſed to WY 'theRe Ming of their bk (hh 
no dodbt, but eve 4 Party tytteg rhen as they could : 

grew ſelfiſh, artle ts, feating one Tout) make Bargains 
a pat ," or excluſive of the orher. G rkis was the fatal patr 
Dif enters acted to their common Ruin; And I take this par- 
wy to haye'had'tod' grear a thare'in” opt ire, Agimoſities 3: 
whith, by freſh Actidefits falling, in}, have, ſwell'd.ro a mighty 


Deluge "ach an'one'as hath: eh ht he former civil, 
concord and Seretiity of 'the K pargon me If 


in 
ſay , I cannot ſee that thoſe po ah ters a) FP to 4/[wage , till. 


this Olrve. Branch of” Indulgence be ſome 

reſtored !\ The Wye 11/216, cOVEE our Fa th, anda ſporot 
Ground will hirdl be aw bo s Glbtious Ue, for agpreat 
number of uſcfa] Peopleto  Pgdter foot uþoni, And to perſuc 
the' Allegory '; whar' was thar 47k ir felf ,' byt the moſt. apt 
and troely Emblem of Toleration? "A kind of natural, Temple 
of Tndalgence.' 'In which we find rus of every living: Creature. 
dwellitg together, 'of both Sexes tog, that they might Prot. 
pagare ; And ar” as' well 'of th& Roy ag as clean kind; Fo. 
that the baſer and leſs uſcjul ſort were ſaved.” Creatures, ne- 


ver like to'change*their'Natare, and ſ6' far from; ; 
and 'punifft t6 the* Altar , rhar they, 


T heſe were ſaved, theſe were Fed '; 4 G 
cient Pattures:" Sha het ſo Long bb | to: complet 
the Confornns heh the fie Of Che" nt ORR 
rake the Uncleiw Kind'to our ſelyes, hot the leſs Noble a | 
more Clownith fort of Peo ple?” 1 think. verily 191 gr tags 
if We m_ dily be ſaved too by = Come WE, ] 


way,.or. other 


liſh Ark. And this. the Peaceable and YVertuous Diſſenter 
has the lefs reaſon to fear, ſince Sacred Text. tells us, 'T'was 
Vice and not Opinion that brought the. Deluge. upon the reſt. 
And here (to dropour Allegory ). 1 mult _— leave to.hope 
that though the Declaration. be gone, if the-reaſon of it re- 


Lo 


Arguments for it,, that are 


Growth, muſt iſſue fatally to 
Lands and Rents of the. King- 
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on no occaſion let him want the laſt. Sothat Conformity 
couzens no body but the Government: For the Szare 
Phanatick ( which is the unſafe thing to the State) being 
chriſten'd by Conformity, he is Elegible every where, with 
Perſons the moſt deyorcd to the Prince: And all men will 
hold themſelves protefFed in their Votes by ir. 

A Receipt to make Fattion keep, and preſerve Diſloyalty 
neainſt all eathers. For whereas the nature of Tef7s is to 
diſcover, this is the way to conceal the Inclinations of men 
from the Government. Plain Diſſent is the Prince with 
a Candle in his Hand: He ſees the //here and hat of 
Perſons and Things: He diſcriminates, and makes that a 
rule of conduct: But forc'd Conformity is the Prince mn the 
dark : It blows out his candle, and leaves him without Di- 
ſtinction : Such Subjetts are like Figures im Sand, when 
Water is flap't upon them, .they run otter, and arc indi- 
ſccrnable » Or written Sedition, made iHegib/e by writing the 
Oaths and Canons upon it: The ſafeſt way of blotting out 
Danger. 

And I know not how to forbear ſaying, that this ece/- 
ſary Conformity -makes the Church dangerous to the Stare : 
For eyen the Hypocriſie that follows, makes the Church both 
conceal and protect the Hyporites ; which together with their 
Liberality to the Parſon , Charity to the poor, and Hoſpita- 
lity to their Neighbours, recommends them to the fitlt fa- 
your they hayc to beſtow. That For? zs unſafe where apart 
of the Garriſon conſiſts of di/egurſed Enemres; tor when they 
rake their turns ar the /atch,. the danger is hardly cvirable. 
It would then certainly be for the ſafety of the Fort, that 
' fuch Friends in Ma/querzd2 were induſtrouſly kept our, 

inſtead of being whipt in. * f FINE 
And it was ſomething of rhis I remember that was made 
an Argument for the Declaration of Indulgence in the Pre- 
amble, to wit, the greater ſafety of the Government, from 
open and publick , then private, ad is Meetings of "= 
wp 
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ſhip ; as- indeed the reſt bear the ſame reſemblance. For 
theſe were the Topicks, quieting the People, encouraging 
Strangers to come and live among us, and. Trade by it ; 
and laſtly, preventing the Danger that might ariſe to the Go- 
vernment by private Meetings : Of preater reaſonthen from 
private men, not leſs diſcontented, but more concealed and 
ſecured by. the great Brake of Church Conformity. Itisthis 
will make a Comprehenſion of the next Diſſenters to the 
Church dangerous, tho'it were practicable, of which ſide 
ſocyer it be. For in an Ape, the pre/ent frame of Govern- 
ment ſhall feel the Art and Induſtry of the comprehended. 
So that a Toleration is in reaſon of State to be prefer'd. And. 
if the Reaſons of the Nec/aration were ever good, they arc 
ſo ſtill, becauſe the Emergencies of State that made them fo, 
remain; and our Neighbours are not leſs powerful to improve 
them to our detriment. 

But it will be now faid , Th:ugh the Gevernment ſhoul1 
find its account in what bas been laſt alledged, this were 
the way to overthrow the Church, and encourage Diſſenters 
to continue in. their Errours. Which is that ſecond main Ob- 
jze&ion I propoſed ar firſt, to anſwer in its proper place, and 
that I think this is. 

I humbly ſay, .ific provethe Intereſt of the three conſider. 
able Church Intere#7s in.this Kingdom, a Relaxation, at leaſt. 
can hardly fail us. The three Church Intereſts are, That of 


the Church of England; that of the Roman-Catholick-Digen- 
ter; and that of the Proteſtant-Diſſenter. 
That the Church of England ought in Conſcience and Pru- 
dence to confentto the Eaſe deſired, 
. I pray firſt, that it be conſidered, how great a reflcGion 
it will be upon her Honour, that from a Perſecuted, ſhe 
ſhould turn, a per /ecuting Church: An overthrow none of her 
Enemies have been able to give to her many excellent Apo- 
logies. Nor will it be excuſed, by her ſaying, She ts in the 
K:ght, which her Perſecutors were not ; ſince this is a con- 
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. 


"295 / 


(35) 

 fidence not wanting in any of them, or her Diſenters; and 
the truth is, it is but the begging of a Queſtion, that will 
by no means be granted. 

No body ought to know more then. Church. -men,that Con/ci- 
ence cannot be forc'd. That Offerings againſt Conſcience , are as 
odious to 'God, as uncaſie to them that make them. That God 
loves a free Sacrifice. That Chriſt forbad Fire, though from 
Heaven (it ſelf ) to puniſh Dzſerters; and commanded that 
the Tares ſhould grow with the Wheat till the Harveſt. 1n 
fine, that we ſhould love Encmics themſelyes : And to ex- 
clude worldly ſtrife for Religion; That bis Kingdom is not of 
this World, This was the Doctrine of the Blefed Saviour 
of the World. 

Saint Paul perſues the ſame courſe. Is glad Chriſt is 
Preached, be it of Envy ; the worſt ground for Dz/&t that 
can be. It was he that ask't that hard, but juſt Queſtion, 
I ho art thou that gudgeſt another mans Servant ? To his 
nwwn Lord he ftandeth or falleth. He allows the Church a ' 
Warcfore, and Weapons to perform it, but they are not car- 
nal, but Spiritual, Therefore it was ſo adviſed, that every man 
in matters of Religion, ſhould be fully perfwwaded in his own 
mind, and -if any were ſhort or miſtaken, God would in his 
time, Inform them better. 

He tells us ot Schr/maticks and Heretichs too, and their pu- 
niſhment, which is to the point in hand: He directs ro a fir 
and /econd _Admonition, and it that preyail not, reef? them : 
That is, refuſe them Church-Fellowſhip , diſown their Relati- 
on, and dexy them Communion, But in all this there is not a 
word of FinesorImprifouments,nor is it an cxcuſe to any Church 
that the ervilMagitrate executes the leverity, while they are 

Members of her Communion, that make and execute the Laws. 
Bur if the Church could gain her Point, I mcan 
Confarmity , unleſs ſhe could gain conſent 'too , 'twereg but 
Conſtraint at laſt. A Rape upon the mine, which may cn- 
creaſe her number , not her Devotion, On the contrary, the 

7 One reſt 
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reſt of her Sons are in danger by their Hypocriſie. The moſt 
cloſe , but watchtul and Revengeful thing in the World, Be- 
ſides the ſcandal can hardly be remoyed : To over-value Coyr 
and Rate Braſs to fulver, Beggers any Country; and to own them 
for Sons ſhe never begat,debaſes & deſtroyes any Church, *twere 
better to Indulge forreign Coyn; of intrin/ick value, and let ir 
paſs for its weight.” Tis not Number,but Yrality: Two or three 
ſincere Chriſtians,that form an Evangelical Church ; and tho' the 
Church were /e/s, more Charity on the one hand, & Pretyon the 
other , with exa&t Church-cenſure , and leſs crvil Coertion , 
would give her. credit. with Con/czence in all Sets ; withour 
which, their Acceſſion it ſelf would be no benefit, but dif. 
grace , and hazard to her Conſtitution. 

And to. ſpeak.prudently in this affair , 'tis the intereſt of 
the Church of England, not to ſuffer the Extinction of Diſſenr- 
ers , that ſhe may have a Counter Ballance to the Roman Ca- 
tholicks who, though ſew in number, are great in Quality and 

reaterin their forregin Friendſhips and Aſſiſtance. On the other 
and, itis her, Intereſt to /nda/ge the Roman Catholick that by 
his Acceſſion, ſhe may atall times, have the Ba/fancein her own 
hand, againſt the Proteſtant Difenter, leaning to either, as ſhe 
finds her Doctrine undermined by the one, or her D!/*;p/:re 
by the other ; or laſtly , her c:vi/ Interef? endangered from 
either of them. | | 

And it is certainly the Interef? of both thoſe Extreams of 
Dz:/2at , thar be , rather then either of them , ſhould hold 
the ſcale. For as the Proteſtant Diſſenter cannot hope {or 
any tenderneſs ,, excluſive of Roman Catholicks , but almoſt 
the /ame Reaſons may be adyanced againſt him ; ſo on the 
other hand , it would look imprudent , as well as unjuſt, in 
the Romar Catholuks , to ſolicite any Indulgence exc/u/7ue 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters. For beſides that, this keeps up the 
Animoſity,which itis their Intereſt to bury : The conſequence 
will be, to rake the adyantage of time, to ſnatch it from one 
another, when an united Requeſt for Liberty,once granted, | will 
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oblidge borh Parties, -in all times, forexample ſake, to have it 
equally preſerved. - Thus are all Church-Intereſts of Confor- 
miſts and Diſſenters, rendered conſiſtent and ſafe in their civil 
Intereſts one with the other, . 

Bur it will laſt of all, doubtleſs, be objeted, that ths' a T o- 
leration were never ſo deſirable in it ſelf, 'and m its conſe- 
quence beneficial to the Publick, yet the Government cannot 
allow it, without ruin to the Church of England, which zt 1s 
oblidged to maintain. | 

But 1 think this will not affect the Queſtion. at all, unleſs by 
maintaining the Church of England , '1t. is underſtood .chat he 
ſhould force whole Partics to be of her Communion, or knock 


them on the Head: Let ns call to mind, that the Re/zgzon that 
is true, allows no man to do wrong, that right may come ot ir. 
And that nothing has leſſened the credit of any Religion more, 
than declining to ſupperr it ſelf by irs own Charity and P:ety,and 
raking Sanctuary inthe Arms, rather then the under ſtandings 


of men. Violences are ill Pillars-for Truth to reſt upon. The 
Church of Erg/and muſt be maintained; Right; but can't 
char be done withoul the Dyſſenter be deſtroyed? In vain then 
did Chriſt command Peter to put up his Sword, with this Rebuke, 
He that kills with the Sword, with the Sword ſhall be killed, 
it his followers are to draw it again He makes killing for Re- 
ligion, Murder, and deſerving Death ; Wag he thenin the righr, 
' notto call I egions to his aſſiſtapoe ? » Andare not his followers 
of theſe times in the wrong, to ſcek to uphold their Religion 
by any methods of force? The Church of Eng/and muſt be 
maintained, rhercfore the Dzfſenters, that almoſt hold the 
ſame doctrine , muſt be ruined. A conſequence moſt unnatu- 
ral, asitis almoſt impoſſible, For beſides tha the Drudgery 
would unbecome the crvi/ Magifirate , who is, the Image of 
Divine Juſtice and Clemency, and thatit would faſten the Cha- 
racter ofa falſe Church, upon one that deſires to be eſteemed a 
True one : She puts the Government upon a Task that is hard to 
_ be pertormed. Kings can nomore make Brick without fra 
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than ſlaves. The Condition of our Afarrs ir much chang'd, 
& the Circumſtances our Goyernment is undet, differ mightily 
frem thoſe of our ,/hnceftors. They had nor the ſame D:/cents 
to deal with, nor. thoſe Dyſents the like Bodies of Peo- 
ple to tender "them" formidable”; and their Proſecution 
miſchieyous' to the State.” Nor did this come of the 
Princes neple& © or © Indulgence: There are other reaſons to 
be aſſigned, of which the Opportunities Domeſtick Troubles 

ayeto their Increaſe and Power, & the ſeyeritics uſed to ſuppreſs 
them, may go for none ot theleaſt, So that it was as imvolun- 
raryin'the Premte,as tothe Church Anxious. And under this ne- 


ceſſity to tye the Magiſtrate to old meaſures, is to be regardleſs of 
time;whoſe freſh Circumſtances give Aim ro the conduGt of wiſe 
men in theit preſent Actions, Goyernments, as we!!l as Courts, 
changetheir Faſhions: The'fame c/oaths will not always ſerye: 
And Politicks made O#/olere by new Accidents, ateas unſafeta 


follow, as antiquared Drefles were ridiculous to ware. 

Thus Se2-men know, and teach us in their daily praGtice; 
They humour.the Winds, though they will lic as near asthey 
can, and ttitn their Sails by their Compaſs: And by patience 
under theſe conſtrained aud uneven courſes, itis they gain their 
Port at laſt. 'This juſtifies the Governments change of Meaſures 
from the change of things ; , for res nol/unt male Adminii7rari. 

'Andto be ſree, it: logks more then Partial, to Elect and Re- 
probateroo. © That the Church of England is preterr'd, and has 
the Farofthe Zarth, the Authority of the Magiſtrate, and the 
Power of the Sword in her Sons Hands, which comprehends all 
the Honours, Plates, Profits, and Powers of the Kingdom,muſt. 


» 


not be repined at: Letherhaveir, and keepit all, and let none 


Jare ſeek'or as an office that is not of her. But to ruin Di/e-- 
ter s to compleart her happiteſs, ( pardon the alluſion) is Cal- 
vani/ſm in the worſt ſence ; tor this is'that Horrendem Decre- 
?umreduc'd to PraQtice: And to purſue that iNl-natured Principle, 
Men ate c#vily. dard for that they cannot help, ſince Faith is 
notin man's power, though it ſometitnes expoſes one to it, 
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Ir is a ſevere Di/emma, that a man muſt either renounce that 
of which/he makes Conſcience in the ſight pf GOD, gr be c;- 
villy and EccleſiaFicallyReprobared. © There was a time when 
che Churebof England her ſelf ſtood in need'of Thdulgence', and 
made up a great part of the Non-conformiſts of this Kingdom, 
and what ſhe then wanted, ſhe pleaded for, I mean a Toleratipn, 
and that ina general ſtile, as diverſe of the! Writings of her Do- 
Aorsrell us: Of which, -let it be enough but to mention that cx- 
cellenc Diſcoutſe of DriT'ay/or Biſhop of Down entituled, Liber- 
ty of Prophecy.” | | Fog 

And ; which makes Severity look the worſe in the Mcm- 
bers of the Church of England, is the Modeſty ſhe profeſſes a- 
bour the cruth of the things the believes: Fortho* perhaps it were 
indefencible in any Church to compel'a Man to that which ſhe 
were infallibly aflured to be true, unlefs ſhe ſupcrceedecd his Igno- 
rance by convittion , rather then Authorzty ,' it muſt doubtleſs 
look rude to puniſh Men into Conformity to that, of the truth of 
which the Church her ſelf pretends no certainty. Not that 1 
would leſs believe a Church ſo cautious then one more confident; 
bur 1 know not how to help thinking Perſecution harſh , 72her 
they ruin People for not believing that , which they have not in 
themſelves the power of believing , and which the cannot oive 
them, and of which her ſelf is not mnfallibly aſſured. The Drift 
of this is Moderation, which well becomes us poor Mortals,7 hat 
for every idle Word we ſpeak muſt gre an account at the Day of 
7udement , if our Saviour's DON credit with us, _ 
- It would 'much mitrigate the Severity , it the diſſent were 
Sullen or im Contempt: Butif Men can't help of hinder their 
Bclief, they are rather Vhappy than Guilty, and more tobe 
pitied than blamed. However, they are of the reaſonable ſtock 
ofthe Country, and tho' they were unworthy of Favor, they 
may not be unfir to ve, Tis Capital, at Law, to deſtroy 
Baſtards, and By-blows atelay'dtothe Pariſh to keep: They 
mult maintain them atlaſt: And ſhall nor theſe natural Sons, 
at lcaſt, be laid at the Door of the Kingdom ? Unhappy fate of 
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Difenters | to. be leſs heeded , and more deſtitute then any 

Body. If this ſhould ever happen to betheeffe& of their own 
Folly, withſubmiſſon, .it can neyer be the conſequence of the 
Government”s Engagements. 

Eleftion does not neceſſarily imply a Reprobatzron of the reſt. 
If God hath elected ſome to Salyation, it will not follow , of 
coutſe, that he hath abſolutly rejected all the reſt. | For tho? he 
was God of the Jews, he was God of the Gentiles roo, and 
they were his People, tho? the Jews were his peculiar People. 
God re/petts not Perſons , ſays St. Peter , thegood of all Na- 
tions are accepted. The Difference at laſt will not be of Opz- 
ion, but Works: Sheep or Goats , all, of all Judgements 
will be found; and, Come, well done; or Go ye Workers of 
Iniquity , will conclude, their Eternal State : - 'Ler us be careful 
therefore of an Op:nzon- Reprobation of one attother. 

Weſce the God of Nature hath taught us ſofter DoRtine in his 
great Book of the World: His Sur ſhes, and his Ram falls upon: 
all. All che Productions of Nature are by Love, and ſhall itbe 
proper to Religion only to propagate by Force ? The poor Her 
inſtructs usin Humanity , who, todefend her feeble Y oung, rc- 
fuſes no danger. All the Seeds and Plants that grow forthe uſe 
of Man, arc produc'd by the kind and warm Influences of the 
Sun. 'Tis-Kindne/s that upholds humane Race. People don't 
multiply in /pight: And it it be by gentle and friendly wayes, 
that Nature produces and matures the Creatures of the World, 
certainly-Religion ſhould teach us to be Mid and Bearing. 

Let your Moderation be known to all Men, was the ſaying 
of a great Doctor of the Chri/tian Faith, and his Reaſon for 
that command Cogent, For the Lord ic at hand. Asit he had 
ſaid, Havea care what you do, . be.not bztter nor violent , for 
the Judge ts at the Door -\ Do'as you would be done to , 
leſt what you deny to others, God ſhould refiu/e to. you. 

 Andalfter all this, ſhall the Charch rf England beleſs tender 
of Mens Cor/ciences than our common Law is of their Lives, 
which had rather a'T boufand Crimmals ſhoyld eſcape , _ 
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that Oye Tunocent ſhould. periſh ?. ' Give me. leave toſay, that 
thereare many Innocents ( Conſcience excepted ) now expoſed, 
Men honeft, peaceable and uſeſul; free of ill deſignes; that 
pray for Ceſar, and pay their Tribute to Cz/ar 

If any tells us, Theyhave, or may, zll uſe their Toleration. 1 
lay, this muſt be look'tto, and nat Liberty therefore refuſed ; 
for the' Znghſh Church cannot ſo much forget her own Maxime 
to Diſſentets, That Propter abu/um nmeſt Tollendus uſus. It 
ſuffices ro our Argument , 'tis no neceſſary Conſequence, and 
that PafFand T zme arc for us. Andif any miſuſe ſuch'FreeJom, 
and entitle Conſcience to Misbehaviour , we have other Laws 
enough to catch and puniſh the Offendors, withour treating One 
Party with the Spoils of Six, And when Religion becomes no 
Mans Intereſt, it will hardly ever be any manz Hypocrifie. Men 
will chufe by Conſcience, which ar leaſt preſerves Integrity , tho' 
ir were miſtaken: And ifnot inthe wrong , Truth recompences 
laquiry , Lg makes amends for Diſſent. 

And ſince a plain Method offers it ſelf, from the Circum- 
ſtances of our caſe , I rake the freedom to preſent it for the 
Model of the entreated Toleration. 

Much has been deſired , ſaid and preſt in reference to the © 
late King's being Head of a Proteſtant League, which takes 
in but a part ot che Chriſtian World; the Roman and Grecian 
Chriſtians being excluded. Burl moſt humbly offer, thar our 
wiſe men would pleaſe to think of another Title for our King, 
and thatis H:ad of a Chriſtian League , and pive the Experi- 
ment here at Home in his own Dominions. _ 

The Chriſtian Religion is admitted of Alf in the Text , and 
by All acknowledged , in the LApoſiles Creed. Here every 
Party of Chri/t;ans meet, and center as in a General. The 
ſeveral Species of Chriſtians , that this. Genus diyideth,it ſelf 
into, are thoſe divers Perſwaſions we have within this King- 
dom ; the Church of E roland , Roman Cathglicks, Grecians, 
Lutherans, Prerbyterians , Independents, _Anabaptiſts , 
Duakers, Sorimians : . Theſe 1 call fo many Orders of Chri/:- 
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ans, that mite inthe T ext, ang. fer only .inthe Comment ; 
All owning one Dezty, SAavVoKr a PL JAG, good Works, Re- 
wards and Puniſhments: Which; Bodtes once regulated, and 
holdine of the Prince, as Head of the Government , MmMamt ain» 
ing Charity , and-pre/{mg Piety ,. will be an Honour to.Chriſtia- 
nity, 2 Strength to the Prince, ang a. Benefitto the Publick ; 
For in lieu of an una? tainable ( at beſt an wn{incere) "Uniformit y ; 
we ſhall have .in C:vils, Unity, and Amity in Faith 

The Jews before, andin the time of Herd, were divided 
into diyers Secs, -. There were Phat ſees, ' Saducees, Hero- 
dians and Effenes. They maintained their Diſſent without 
Rum to the Government. And the; Magiſtrates fell under 179 
cenſure from Chriſt for that T oleration. 

The Gentzles., as already has bcen obſerv'd, had their d:- 
vers Orders of Philoſophers, as difagreeing as ever Chrilti:, 
ans were, and that withour danger tothe Peace of the State. 

"The Turks themfelyes thow us, that both other Religions, 
and divers Secs of their own, are very- Tolerable, with ſecu- 
tity to their Government. <3 - 


+, 


The Roman Church is a conſiderable. Inſtance. to.our point; 
for the is made up of divers Orders of both Sexcs ,; ot very 
differing Principles, fomented ſometimes to great Feudg and 
Controverſies ,as between Franciſcans,Domiuncans, Zeſutts,and 
Sorboufts ; - yet withour'danger-to the: Political State. of the 
Church. On the. contrary ,.. ſhe therefore: caſt Her ſclf into 
chat Method, that ſhe might. /afely give vent to Opinion and 
 Leat, and ſuffer both without danger of Schiſm, And theſe 

Regulars are ys the Popes Grants , priviledg'd with an Ex- 
_ emption from Epiſcopal Viſitation and Juriſdiftion. 

Changing then the Terms , from Church to State , the 
whole | contrivance looks F7/e and [mitable. For ag. by 
this, Sch:/m in their Church, ſo FaFior in our State may be 
prevented. And thele civil- Regu/ars depending on the civil 
Power, as thoſe Religious ones do upon the Popes, will na- 
turally , like them, become the perpetual Yararies of its 
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greatneſs. : And thus all Parties hanging, like'Keys, by one 


Ring, ut the. civil. Magiſtrates Girdley\ tho” each has its ſeye- 
ral Lock | he that keeps theny, can operand ſhutevery Door, 
as the Petſons deſerve, 'and/the pvblick Safety requires. 

To make this more caſic in Grant and Practice, with our 
Superiors., I-humbly propoſe, Fir/, That eyery Patty do 
Subſcribe. an Enpapement-ot their Fidelity to+ the King and 
Goyernment, in Terms the moſt full and plain that may be: 
In which,” as the King will have an Account of: their Num- 
ber , fo of thcir principles of Duty to the Government, - and 
Abhorrance of all Faction and Rebellion. Without which 1 
would nor ſpeak a Word: .- : 4 64 i NN 

Secondly , That the Names atid Abode of all Difſenters a- 
bove the Ape of ſixteen be Regeſtred. - As alſo the Number 
of their Meetings, their place and time. SC 

Thirdly, That the Doors of their Mceting-Houſes be cver 


open during their time of Worſhip, and that it ſhall be a Pr- 
911unwe tor an 


of Worthip, Fits _- | 

Fourthly, 'That once in every Year, the-Names of Pro/e- 
lites be delivered in to the + Clark of the Peace for every Coun- 
ty , and that all of that Party , as well as thoſe new Adhe- 
rents, do renew their Obligation of Obedience by Annual 
Subſcriprions, if required. 

Fifthly, Becauſe it is not impoſſible that ſome or other may 
miſ-behave themſelves, and abuſe this Liberty, or be abuſed 
in the uſe of it. That in eyery County three Perſons of moſt 
E Dione. among D#fenters, be Tearly Named to the Ma- 
giſtrates by each Difenting Interef?, to ſtand a kind of Re- 
preſentatives, both ro inform them what they can, upon in- 
quiry of Perſons or Things among the People of that Party, 
which may in the leaſt be thought to affe&t the Government, 
and to haye redreſs of Injuries done to Perſons in the ſober uſ- 
of their allowed Liberty. 
And Laſtly, Becauſe this Freedom will be beſt kept and 
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improyed to the publick Benefit, by maintaining a good and 
charitable Underſtanding between: the divets/Orders of Chy:/#:- 
ans within themſelves :; - 'T were farther requiſite, That, No 
Nick- Names wete contirued, and all Terois of Reproich, 
on all hands , puniſhable: - And That Controverſial Points 
were carefully ayoided, and Ye decry'd, and Holme/s preſt, 
- $f an which-( St. Paul aſſiires us ) no Han ſhall /ee the 

Theſe are the. Hethods that have had moſt weight with 
me , and the beſt I know: to create a Reciprocal Confidence 
and Intereſt between the Px incx and his. Conforming and 
Diſſentmg People: To be ſure, this Courſe hath ſucceeded 
well elſe:where,. eyen in © Monarchical States ; And therefore 
in it ſelf not inconſiſtent with <Horarchy, and very agrecea- 
ble ro Chriſtianity. 


God Almighty. inſpire the KIN G's Heart, and the 
Hearts of his Great Council, to be the Glo- 
rious' Inſtruments of thu Bleſſing to the 

_ Kingdom. 
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I ſhall conclude this Per/iwa/ive with the Judgment of ſome 
P;ous Fathers and Renowned Princes. 


\ 


. 


OM Pirher and Ariſtides, wrote two Apologtes to 4drian 


for the Chriſtian Faith, and againſt the perſecution ot ir. 

7uſtin e Martyr , an excellent Philoſopher and Chri- 

ſtian, writ two Jearned diſwafives againſt Perſecution, which he 

Dedicated (as I take it ) to :Antoninrs Pius, And Marcus 

_Aurelins, LAntoninus Melito, Biſhop of Sardis, agood and 

Learned man, write a ſmart Defence tor the Chriſtian Religion, 
anda Toleration, dedicated to YVerus. 

Tertullian, in his moſt ſharp and excellent Apology, for the 
Chriſtians, faſtens Perſecution upon the Ger71/25s, as an inſepe- 
rable mark of Superſtition and Errour ; as he makes the Chrz- 
ian patiencea ſign of Truth, Inhis Diſcourſe ro Scapula, he 
ſays, 'Tis not the property of Religion to per ſecute for Religion 5 
ſhe ſhould be recerved for her ſelf, not force. 

Hilary, an early and Learned Father, againſt :_Zuxentus 
ſaith, The Chriſtian Church does not per ſecute, but 1s perſecuted. 
Atticus Biſhop of Conftantimople, would by no means have the 
Miniſter of Nzce to reſpect any Opinion or Sect whatſcever, in 
the Diſtribution of the money ſent by him for the relict of Chri- 
ſtians, and by no means to prejudice thoſe that practiſe a contra- 
ry Doctrine and Faith of theirs: That he ſhould be ſure ro re- 
lieve thoſe that hunger and thriſt, and have not wherewith to 
help themſelves, and make that the rule of his conſideration, 
Inſhort, he made the [Zerer:chs to have his Wiſdom in Admira- 
tion, inthar he would by no means trouble or moleſt them. 

Proclus ( another Biſhop of Conſtantinople) was of this Opi- 
nion, That it was far caſter by fair means to allure unto \& 
- Church, then by force to compel : He determined to vex no 
Sect whatever, but reſtored to the Church the renowned 
virtue of meckneſs required in Chiiſtian Miniſters, 

If we will next hear the Hiſtorians own Judgment, upon a 
Tolcration, I am of opinion { ſays he |) that he zs a Per/e- 
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eutor, that in any kind of way moleFteth ſuch men. as lead a 
quiet and peaceable hife. This Socrates in his third Book : 
In his ſeventh, he tells us, T hat zhe Biſhop of Sinada, indeed 
did baniſh the Hereticks, but neither did he this (ſays he) 
according to the Rule of the Catholick Church, which is not ac- 
cuſtomed to perſecute, \/.7.) 

Laftantins,-tells the angry men of his time, thus, 17 you 
will with Blood, Evil and T orments defend your Worſhip, it 
ſhall not thereby be defended, but polluted. 

Chry/oftom ſaith expreſly, T hat it is not the manner of the 
children of God, to per ſecute about their Religion, but an evi- 
dent Token of Antichriſt, 

Thus the Fathers and the DoCtors of the firſt Ages. That 
Emperovrs and Princes haye thus bclicycd, ler us hear ſome 
of greateſt note, and moſt preſſing to us. 

Sno ood and learned Father, ſaith,That Hereſic muſt 
be cut off with the word of the Spirit. 

Conſtantinms , the Father of Conſtantine the Great laid this 
down for a principle," That thoſe that were diſloyal to God, 
would never be trufty to their Prince. And which is more, 
he lived thus, and fo dyed, as his great ſpeech to his great Son 
on his death-bed, amply eyidences. 

Conſtantme the Great, in his Speech to the Roman Senate, 
tells them, there is this difference between Human and Divine 
Homage aud Service, that the one is compelled, and the other 
ought to be free. COS 

Er/ebins Pamphils, in the life of Conflantine, tells us, 
that in his prayer to God, he ſaid, /e7 thy People, I beſeech 
thee, defire aud maintain peace, living free from Sedition to 
the common good and benefit of all the Vorld ; and thoſe that 
are led away with Erroar, let them deſire to lvoe in peace and 
tranquillity wnth the Faithful: For friendly humane Scciety and 
Commerce with them, will very much avail to bring them to 
the rizht way, L.ct no man moleſt another, but let every 
one follow the perftwaſfion of. their own - Conſcience : But [t 
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thoſe. that: have a true Opinion conterning G:dy be perſizaded 
that [ſuch as regulate their lives by Gods holy Laws, dv» lead an 
holy and upright life : But thoſe that will not couform there- 
unto, may have liberty to erett and ſet up Altars, But we 
will maintain the Church and true Religion, which thou haſt 
committed. to\our defence. Moreover, we deſire that they 
may joyfully recerve and welcome this general offer. of peace 
and concord. ; 

This was the Judgment of the moſt celebrated Emperour 
that ever profeſſed rhe Chriſtian Faith. I: have cited other 
Emperours in the Body of this Diſcourſe : © but becauſe the - 
worſt are to. be commended when they do well, Yalens him- 
ſelf, charmed with the ſweetneſs and ſtrength of rhe Philoſo- 
pher Themiſtius in his elegant Otration grew moderate 
towards the Orthodox, whom a little before he had ſeyerely 
treated ;. Ot which theſe were the heads; Thar he perſecur- 
ed without reaſon, People of good lives: That it was no 
crime to think or belieye otherwiſe than' the Prince believed. 
That he ought not ro be- troubled at the diverſity of Opini- 
015: That the Gentiles were much more divided in their 
Judgment than the Chriſtians: That it fufficeth, thar every: 
Sc aimed at the Truth, and liyed virtuouſly. We havchad: 
Modern Royal Examples too. 

Stephen King of Poland, | declared: his mind inthe point 
contraverted, thus, [ am Kingef Men, an1 not of Con{cience; 
a commander of Bodies and not of Souls.  * : 


The King of Bobemia was of opinion, That mens Con/ci> 


t 


ences ought in no ſort tobe violated urged or conſtrained. 

And Laſtly; let me add (as whar is, or ſhould be of more 
force) rhe ſence of King James and King Charles the Firf}, 
Men, as of ſupream Dignity, ſo ſamed for their great Natu- 
ral Abilities and acquired Learning, /? x 4 ſure Rule inDi- 
vinity ( ſaid King James) that God never loves to plant his 
Church by Violence and Bloodihed, And in his Expoſition 
' on the :wentieth of the Revelations, he faith, That Perſe- 


I" cution « the note of a falſe Church, And 
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'And'in " Advice of Kitig Charles thi ff}, 16 the /afe | 
King ; lic ſays, Take heed of abitting any Fattions ; your pars 1 If 
tial adhearing to any one Side, gains you not /o great Advan- ff. 
tages in ſome mens Hearts" (who ate prone to b& of their King's I} 
Religiom) as: it la/erh_you ih orhert', who think themſelves, and 
their Profeſſion , Gl, ae ſed; then perſecuted by you. 

Again ; Beware of xaſperating any Fat7tons by the. crol.- 
neſs and aſperity Y, Jan Mens Paſſions, Humor s or private 
Opinions, employed by you, grounded only upon their dif erence , 
in leſſer matters, which are but the Shirts and Suburbs þ of 
ligion ; wherein a Charitable: Connivance and Chrilliae 1: 
eration, often diſſipares their ſtrength, 240m Rough uh Dpod# 
ſition fortifies,, and: puts the Aeifed and "Row i 'Parly taco | 
ſuch - Combinations: 4s may 'mo#? enable by * 
Revenge on thy e they. Count their Perſecutors , 0/10 ral 47 
monly. afſifted: by that 'va zar Commiſleration Fs nds 

wader the Notion of Religion 7 $- 


= d Piety, and thoſe Fundamentdl/Truphr 
and;Lives of Men) with impartial 
* Prerogative U* bei? /hoton and: ex- 


rath Pri _ wb ExaQting the Kigour of Lattos; 
A; gal 'Tyranny. 


ich |Excelleht! m (ſo' excellently. expieſled) ME I 
King James: the Sond ions waonbted Heir , with the Im® 
my Crown, to WO cent and Succeſſion it was given 4: * -\f 
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